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FOREWORD 

We  at  First  Baptist  consider  it  divinely  significant  that  for  the 
last  year  we  have  been  dealing  simultaneously  with  the  past  and  planning 
our  future.   We  have  used  newspapers,  church  records,  and  our  members 
to  recount  our  history.   Having  dealt  with  the  past  and  using  the  objec- 
tives outlined  by  our  Visions  Committee,  we  are  humbly  seeking  our  Creator's 
guidance  as  we  maKe  plans  to  carry  his  work  to  the  year  2000. 

The  entire  Sunday  School  was  involved  in  writing  the  heritage  reports. 
First,  each  class  or  department  completed  a  questionnaire  giving  basic 
information  aoout  its  past.   Next,  these  answers  were  written  into  narra- 
tives.  Finally,  the  reports  were  read  to  the  congregation  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  services.   As  for  the  objectives  outlined  by  the  Visions 
Committee  ana  adopted  by  the  church,  we  are  using  them  to  plan  how  our 
church  can  best  carry  out  The  Great  Commission.   We  also  decided  to  include 
reports  about  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  and  Women^s  Missionary  Society  because 
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these  are  active,  important  organizations. 

Writing  this  manuscript  and  dedicating  ourselves  to  the  challenges 
being  unfolded  by  the  Visions  Committee  have  been  spiritually  unifying 
factors  for  our  church,  and  we  do  all  to  the  glory  of  our  Lord  and  Savior, 
Jesus  Christ. 

— Eunice  S.  Burgess 
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GENERAL  OFFICERS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 
Seated:   Jennie  founts,  Becky  Swain,  Barbara  Vipperman,  Carolyn  Livengood, 
Gail  Byerly 
Standing:   Rick  Warner,  Michael  Vipperman,  Bill  Sink,  Bill  Highbaugh 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  GENERAL  OFFICERS 

The  General  Officers  are  those  people  whose  responsibility  it  is 
to  provide  leadership,  organization,  and  stability  to  the  membership 
and  programs  of  the  church.   We  at  First  Baptist  believe  that  our  officers 
are  in  their  positions  not  simply  because  they  a freed  to  serve  but 
because  they  are  demonstrating  their  obedience  to  God  by  letting  him 
use  their  lives  to  do  his  work.   They  are  people  who  are  aware  of 
and  submissive  to  t!ie  leadership  and  lordship  of  our  Savior.. 

Each  officer  has  some  basic  responsibilities.   The  Sunday  School 
Literature  Director,  with  the  help  of  the  Associate  Pastor,  oversees 
the  timely  ordering  and  distributing  of  literature.   The  Music  Director 
and  Organist  provide  music  and  music  programs  that  teach  music  to  church 
members  and,  through  music,  enhance  the  worship  experience.   The  Adult 
Sunday  School  Secretary  is  responsible  for  keeping  accurate  Sunday 
School  records  for  immediate  review  and  for  a  year-to-year  comparative 
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analysis.   Sunday  School  Directors  have  the  responsibilities  of  pro- 
viding leadership  for  all  Sunday  School-sponsored  programs  and  training 
for  existing  and  new  teachers.   The  Outreach  Director  oversees  a  pro- 
gram of  visitation  to  contact  inactive  church  members  and  to  reach 
the  lost.   Our  pastors,  in  addition  to  offering  counsel  for  all  church 
activities,  have  the  primary  responsibilities  of  praying  for  the  peo- 
ple and  preaching  the  gospel.. 

The  General  Officers  for  this  1986-1987  year  arc  the  follcwingr 
Michael  Vipperman,  Pastor;   Rick  Warner,  Associate  Pastor;   3ill  High- 
baugh,  Music  Director;   Gail  Byerly,  Organist;   Jim  McGhee,  Sunday 
School  Outreach  Director;   Bill  Sink,  Adult  Sunday  School  Secretary; 
Becky  Swain,  Assistant  Sunday  School  Secretary;   J>nnie  Counts  and 
Barbara  Vipperman,  Co-Sunday  School  Directors;   and  Carolyn  Livengood, 
Sunday  School  Literature  Director- 

Because  of  the  nature  of  their  jobs,  the  General  Officers  work 
during  Sunday  School,  during  Sunday  worship  service,  and/or  during 
the  week,   for  those  who  finish  their  work  before  the  Sunday  School 
lesson  is  over  each  Sunday  morning,  the  Sanctuary  Class  is  =vaiiaole 
to  them. 

Tr.e  unifying  motivation  of  these  General  Officers,  indeed  of  the 
family  of  First  Baptist  Church,  is  to  glorify  the  name  of  our  Savior, 
Jesus  Christ. 


XXX 
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WORKERS:   (Catherine  Jackson,  Carolyn  Crook 

BASTES:   Kendall  '.Vhitaker,  Amanda  Eddinger,  Jason  Hill 


PRESCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,    DEPARTMENT   U 


LE>T  TO  RIGHT:      Danielle   Swain,    Phillip  Honeycutt,    Ryan  Swain,    Lindy  Rollins, 
Sandi  Hill,    John  Mitchell,    Jennil'er  Eddinger,    Heather  Triplett,   Matthew 
Rollins,   Edith   Ballard   (teacher* 


PRESCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  DEPARTMENT  3 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT:   Jennifer  Cranford,  Lynn  Allgood,  Josh  Sellers,  Ashlee  Swaim, 
Jennifer  Powell,  Ginger  Cranfora,  Elizabeth  Perdue 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  PRESCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

Provisions  for  babies  and  very  young  children  were  not  always 
available  here  at  First  Baptist,  but  Mem  Rollins  can  remember  as  far 
back  as  1948  when  the  classes  for  the  different  age  groups  had  differ- 
ent names o  Mrs.  Margaret  Nelson  reports  that  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Holton, 
Mrs.  R»  W.  Thompson,  and  Mrs.  Marguerite  Bray  were  working  in  the 
Cradle  Roll  in  1946,  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Ritchie  took  care  of  the  Nursery.. 
Ladies  who  taught  in  the  Beginners  Department  include  Mrs.  C.  L.  Black 
and  Mrs.  Ethel  Maley  (who  both  worked  for  twenty  years),  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Teague,  Mrs.  Howard  Stinson  (who  taught  eight  years),  Mrs.  Milton  Jones, 
Mrs.  Lena  Mae  Laws  Little,  Thalia  Thomas,  Mrs.  Blanche  Myers  Bryant, 
Mrs.  Lula  Mae  Thomas,  Mrs.  Ruby  Swain,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Crotts,  and  Mrs. 
Everett  Swaim.   The  Preschool  Department  presently  meets  the  needs 
of  the  children  in  this  age  group  by  encouraging  teachers  who  work 
with  the  children,  by  providing  materials  which  include  pictures  and 
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toys,   and  by  keeping  up  to  date  about  the  needs  of  individuals  within 
the  department. 

The  Preschool  Department  is  divided  into  four  classes,  and  promo- 
tion from  one  level  to  the  next  depends  upon  the  age,  ability,  and 
maturity  of  the  child.   Basically,  Department  One  is  for  babies  from 
birth  to  eighteen  months.   Department  Two  is  for  two-year-o]d  children. 
Department  Three  is  for  two  and  three  year  olds,  and  Jepartment  Four 
is  for  four  and  five  year  olds.   Teachers  meet  children's  physical, 
emotional,  and  spiritual  needs  by  cuddling  or  singing  lullabyes  to 
younger  children  and  by  teaching  Bible  stories  and  the  ideals  of  love 
and  sharing  to  older  ones.   Religious  concepts  emphasized  include  the 
love  of  God  and  the  importance  of  prayer.   Teachers  believe  that  their 
purposes  are  to  show  the  children  God's  love  and  to  give  them  a  good 
foundation  in  the  church  on  which  they  can  build  their  lives.  Teachers 
also  realize  that  God  has  blessed  this  department  by  providing  loving 
teachers  to  serve  as  examples  for  beautiful,  receptive  children. 

The  Preschool  Department  has  not  always  met  in  the  Youth  Educa- 
tional Building  where  their  classes  are  new.   Previously,  the  nursery 
was  in  the  basement  of  the  ola  church,  then  moved  to  a  small  building 
behind  a  house  behind  the  church.   That  building  was  remodeled  by  Mary 
Lochridge  and  Mem  Rollins.   Of  those  early  years,  Talma  Ward  writes, 
"I  was  Mrs.  L.  E.  Teague's  helper  in  the  Primary  Department  from  1929 
for  several  years.  Mrs,  Teague  taught  them  about  Jesus  and  we  would 
sing  'Jesus  Loves  Me.'   At  promotion  time  we  would  give  certificates. 
They  felt  so  proud.   We  had  a  large  number  of  children." 

From  there,  the  department  moved  to  its  present  location.   Former 
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directors  include  Grace  Black  (in  1948),  Mem  Rollins,  Mary  Lochridge, 
Margaret  Honeycutt,  Mczelle  Hansell,  Angell  Welborn,  Anne  Fairfax,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hal  Mobley,  Kat  Jackson,  Mary  Helen  Batten,  Diane  Houston, 
Kay  Eddinger  and  Bonnie  Murdock,  Christi  Turner,  and  Debbie  Honeycutt. 

This  year,  Pat  Rollins  is  serving  as  Assistant  Co-ordinator  of  this 
department,  and  other  teachers  and  assistants  are  the  following:   Depart- 
ment One,  Kat  Jackson,  teacher,  Carolyn  Crook,  assistant;   Department 
Two,  Vicki  Rollins,  teacher,  with  Mem  Rollins,  assistant;   Department 
Three,  Ginger  Cranfcrd,  teacher,  with  Kathy  Sparks  and  Margie  Bowman, 
assistants;   and  Department  Fcur,  Edith  Ballard,  teacher,  with  Debbie 
Ferguson,  assistant.   Other  organizations  available  for  these  young- 
sters are  the  Chcir  for  four-  and  f ive-yesr-old  children  led  by  Marisa 
Hill  and  Jennifer  Ferguson,  pianist,  and  Mission  Friends. 

According  to  Debbie  Honeycutt,  the  present  Director,  one  incident 
that  made  members  feel  especially  close  to  God  was  the  death  of  Lauren 
Ballard.   Mrs.  Honeycutt  says,  "Teachers  came  together  in  their  grief 
for  Lauren  and  the  pain  her  family  was  enduring.   We  haa  to  he  ready 
and  able  to  explain  the  death  of  a  child  to  the  children.   In  some 
cases,  as  we  were  ready  to  console,  we  were  consoled  as  inr.ocert-eyed 
children  locked  at  us  and  reminded  us,  'It's  okay.  She's  with  God  now.'" 

Mrs.  Honeycutt  continues  in  her  summation  of  the  worthiness  of 
The  Preschool  Department,  "Many  people  underestimate  the  spiritual 
value  of  this  department.   It  is  sometimes  thought  of  as  a  place  par- 
ents can  leave  their  children  to  be  sat  with  while  the  parents  attend 
Bible  study.   Anyone  who  has  seen  the  earnestness  of  a  two  year  old 
praying,  'God  is  great,  God  is  good,'  and  the  joy  of  a  three  year  old 
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singing,  'Jesus  loves  me,  this  I  know,'  and  the  eagerness  of  a  four  or 
five  year  old  answering  questions  aoout  a  lesson  he  was  heard,  will 
know  the  value  of  this  department  and  the  worth  of  these  children." 

XXX 


GH  ILL) REN '  S  DEPARTMENT 
GRADES  1-5 
Row  1,  Seated:   Wendy  Swaim,  Brett  Smith,  Joe  Mitchell,  David  Hill,  Mark  Hawley 
Row  2:   Jami  Sellers,  Jennifer  Davis,  Cameron  Creasman,  John  Richard  Vipperman, 

Scott  Leonard 
Row  3:  Marshall  Stilwell,  Marisa  Hill,  Scott  Whitaker,  Tammy  Whitaker,  Jessie 
Nance,  Eunice  Wood 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT 

Mrs.  Mary  Green  Matthews,  now  in  her  nineties,  joined  First  Baptist 
Church  when  she  was  eight  and  one-half  years  old,  and  she  testifies 
to  the  fact  that  this  church  has  always  made  provisions  for  the  Chris- 
tian training  of  children.   When  Mrs.  Matthews  was  nine  years  old,  the 
first  youth  society  group,  the  Sunbeams,  was  organized.   Her  sister, 
Lettie  Green  Bowers,  was  the  first  president  of  that  group.   At  that 
early  date  there  were  only  classes,  not  departments,  for  different 
age  groups  since  the  church  had  only  around  fifty  members.   Depart- 
ments were  first  organized  around  1911  or  1912. 

Little  is  known  about  individual  directors  or  teachers  until 
1932.   At  that  time  Mrs.  Matthews'  mother,  Mrs.  Robert  Smith  Green,  was 
Director  of  the  department.   That  was  also  the  year  Mrs.  Eunice  Wood, 
who  was  asked  to  substitute  for  a  school  teacher  who  wanted  to  go  home 
for  the  summer,  first  started  teaching  children  at  church.   Mrs.  Wood 
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fifty-five  years  later,  is  still  teaching.   In  1932,  children  met  in 
the  basement  of  the  old  sanctuary.   Later  directors  include  Ann  Robbins, 
who  served  around  ten  years;   Jo  Ann  Porter,  who  also  served  around 
ten  years  after  Mrs.  Robbins;   Barbara  Greeson;   Brenda  Ferguson;   and 
Tammie  and  Scott  Whitaker,  who  have  served  for  the  past  three  years. 

For  many  years,  the  divisions  for  the  Children's  Deaprtment  were 
different.   The  Beginner's  Department  was  for  children  four  and  five 
years  old.   The  Primaries  was  for  children  six,  seven,  and  eight  years 
old.   The  Junior  Department  was  for  children  aged  nine  through  twelve. 
In  1982,  the  departments  were  reorganized  to  correspond  with  the 
middle  school  concept  of  public  education.   Then,  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment was  for  children  graaes  one  through  five,  and  the  youth  departments 
allowed  for  groups  in  middle  school,  grades  six  through  eight.,  and 
high  school,  grades  nine  through  twelve. 

There  have  been  many  dedicated  directors  and  teachers  in  this 
department.   About  twenty-five  years  ago,  Ann  Robbins  remembers  Mrs. 
R.  J.  Jennings  serving  as  superintendent;  Mrs.  Stella  Wagoner,  pianist; 
Mrs.  Pate  Stewart  (sister-in-law  of  the  Rev.  Inman  Stewart),  teacher; 
and  Clyde  Marlowe,  teacher.   Other  teachers  around  that  time  include 
Mary  Drury,  Clyde  Marlowe's  sister;   Rose  Stilwell,  Marshall  Stilwell's 
mother;  and  Inez  Smith.   Charles  Cranford  was  a  teacher  in  the  depart- 
ment when  Jo  Ann  Porter  was  Director. 

Present  personnel  working  with  Scott  and  Tammie  Whitaker  are  Liz 
Cranford,  Assistant  Director;   Marisa  Hansell  Hill  and  Vanji  Brinkley, 
teacher  and  assistant,  first  grade;   Eunice  Wood,  second  grade;   Marshall 
Stilwell,  third  and  fourth  grade;   and  Jessie  Nance,  fifth  grade.   (Mr. 
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Stilwell  has  been  teaching  in  this  department   for  at  least  eighteen 
years;      Mrs.    Nance,   between  twenty  and  twenty -five  years.)     Marisa 
Hill,   who  now  teaches,    is  a  former  student   of  Eunice  Wood,,      Scott 
Whitaker,   a  former  student  of  Marshall  Stilwell,   became  a  Christian 
when  he  was  in  Mr.    Stilwell' s  class. 

There   are   several  other  church  orgdnizations  available  to  children 
in  this  department.      The   G.    A. 's   (formerly  Girl's   Auxiliary,   now  Girls 
in  Action)   is   presently  led  by   Linda  Russo,   Director,   and  Debbie  Honey- 
cutt,   leader.      (Former  G.   A.,  leaders  have  been  Margie   Bowman  and  Blanche 
Godfrey,   whose  name  was   synonymous  with  G.   A. 's  for  forty  years  here 
at  First   Baptist.)      The  equivalent   organization  for  boys   is   Crusaders 
with   leaders   Debbie   Swaim,   Randy  Cranford,   and  Kirk   Ward.      The   Children's 
Choirs   are   First   Grade   Choir    (Director,  Marisa  Hill;      Assistants, 
Jennifer  Ferguson  and  Lavonne  Hill);      and  Second  to  Fifth   Grade   Choir 
(Debbie   Swaim,   Director;      and   Assistants,    Vanjie  Brinkley  and  Penny 
Creasman).      One   of  the  newest   organizations,   originally  an   outgrowth 
o*  Vacation  Bible   School,    is  the   Big  A  Club,   sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Missionary   Union  and  f jrst   started    in   September,    198b.      The   club   is 
especially  for  unchurched  children.      Under  the   leadership  of  Mem  Rollins 
with  her  husband  Glenn  helping  with  transportation,   the  f jrst   group  of 
children  completed   the  first   unit   study,   after  which  the  children  joined 
the  R.    A. 's,    G.    A. 's,   and  Children's   Choirs.      Because   of  the   Big   A  Club, 
several  children  have   become   Christians,    and  membership  in  the   other 
children's   organizations  has  grown  tremendously. 

First   Baptist   continues  the   tradition  of  Christian  education  for 

her  children.      Sc0tt  Whitaker  recognizes  this  need   and  says,    "Children 

are  taught  the   fundamentals  that  will  lead  them  to  a  saving  knowledge 

of   Jesus  Christ.  " 

XXX 


YOUTH  DEPARTMENT,  GRADES  6-12 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 

Seated  (.Floor):   Bryan  Tolson,  Adam  Ward,  Tom  Freeman 
Seated:   Amy  Hill,  Jenny  Walker,  Keena  Moore,  Stephen  Vipperman,  Chad  Ferguson, 

Christy  Vipperman,  Tim  Myers,  Gary  Drumheller,  Brandon  Moore 
Standing:  David  Counts,  Joan  burgess,  Jennifer  Ferguson,  Mary  Lou  Ellis,  John 

Charles  Cranl'ord,  Charles  Cranford,  Benjy  Creasman,  Veronica  Creech,  Robbie 

Russell,  Brent  Joye 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  YOUTH   DEPARTMENT 

The  Youth  Department   as   it  now  exists   here   at   First   Baptist   con- 
sists of  the  combination  of  two  groups  which,   until  the   1986-1987 
church  year,  met   separately.      These  two  are  the  middle   school  age   stu- 
dents   (grades   six  through  eight)   and  high   school   students    (grades   nine 
through  twelve).      In   recent  years,   their  assembly  area  was  changed 
from  the   formal  lines   of   seats  to  couches   and  chairs   arranged   in  a 
circle.      This  helped  establish  a  more   informal,   comfortable  atmos- 
phere where   they  are   encouraged  to  participate   in  class   preceedings. 
Both  groups  meet   jointly  for  an   opening  assembly  after  which  the   mid- 
dle  school   students   go  to  their  classroom.      Then  each  group  studies 
the   lessons  for  the  day. 

Leaders  for  this  year's  Youth  Department  are   Co-Directors  Mike 
and  Jan  Mendenhall;      Mary  Helen  Batten,    Associate;      and  Mary  Lou 
Ellis    (who  has  worked   in  this  department  for  at   least  fifteen  years), 
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secretary.   Teacher  for  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  graders  is 
Charles  Cranford  with  Benjy  Creasman,  Assistant.   Teachers  for  the 
ninth  through  twelfth  grades  are  Benjy  Creasman,  Max  Rollins,  Eddie 
Reagan,  Julie  Swain,  and  Kyle  Auman. 

There  are  other  organizations  available  to  members  of  the  Youth 
Department.   Andrea  Ward  is  the  leader  for  Acteens,  and  Sam  Swaim 
is  the  leader  for  the  Pioneers,  this  latter  group  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Ambassadors.   Kyle  Auman,  in  addition  to  teaching,  directs  the 
Youth  Choir.   With  Gail  Byerly  as  accompanist  for  the  choir,  the  group 
presents  musicals,  sings  occasionally  during  Sunday  evening  services, 
and,  in  the  summer  of  1986,  went  on  tour.  Mr.  Auman  says,  "The  choir 
gives  them  a  chance  to  praise  the  Lord  in  song,  to  learn  music  appeal- 
ing to  their  age  group,  and  to  have  wholesome  fellowship  in  a  Christ- 
like  setting,," 

The  young  people  here  also  enjoy  a  schedule  of  activities  with 
their  present  leader,  Rick  Warner.   They  have  fellowship  and  study 
each  Sunday  afternoon,  and  often  there  are  DU's,  Destination  Unknown. 
An  especially  enjoyable  and  challenging  activity  is  the  publication 
of  the  Parable,  written  by  some  and  mailed  to  all  members  of  the  youth 
group. 

Examination  of  past  publications  of  First  Baptist — Sunday  bulletins, 
The  Forerunner,  and  publications  for  special  occasions,  reveals  that 
this  church  has  always  nurtured  her  young  people ,   In  187'*  there  were 
25  people  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.   (There  is  no  record  of  how  many 
of  these  were  pre-teens  and  teenagers.)  By  1904,  there  were  58,  and 
in  1914  there  were  314.   In  1924,  there  were  559  people  in  Sunday 
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School.      By  this  time   there  was  probably  a  need  for  a  minister  especially 
for  young  people,   but  there  are   no  available  records  to  affirm  this. 
As  far  as  memory  serves,  Mrs.    Vessie  Gillespie  Wilson  was   hired  some- 
time  before  1948  to  work  with  this   group.      Since   1948,   The   Forerunner 
gives  the  following  record   of  people  employed  especially  for  the  young 
people:      Mrs.    Agnes  Morgan    (wife   of  Dr.    Carter  Morgan),  Youth  Director, 
1947-1948;     Miss   Ha  Hensley,  Education  and  Youth  Director,   June,   1948- 
September,    1948;      Mrs.    C.    C.    Prince,   Education  and  Youth  Director, 
January,   1950-September,   1950;      Jim  Ward,   Youth  Month  Director,    August 
and   September,   1951;      Mrs.   Clyde  Wright,   Young  Choir  Director,  May, 
1951-May,    1952;      Louis  E.   McCall,   Minister  of  Education  and  Youth, 
May, 1952-January,   1954;      Mary  Evelyn  Hensley,   Education  and  Youth 
Choir  Director,    June   through  September,   1954;      James   Pegram,    Interim 
Youth  Pastor,    September,   1954-July,   1955;      Frances  Royal,   Education 
and  Youth   Choir  Director,    July,   1955-January,   1956;      Robert   L.   Clegg, 
Minister  of  Education,   August,   1957-March,   1959;      Richard  Wilson, 
Youth   Pastor,    July,   1958;      Robert  Jeter,    Interim  Minister  of     Youth 
Activities,   May,   1959-July,   1959;      Roy   Holder,  Minister   of  Music  and 
Education,   June,   1959-March,   19o4;      Ida  Brinkley,   1964-1965;      Lanny 
R.    Johnson,   Associate   Pastor,   Music  and   Youth,  May,    1965-1966;      Dor. 
Harrington,  Minister  of  Education  and  Music,    June,    1966-February ,   1969; 
Margaret   Brookbank,    Interim  Youth  Choir  Director,   1969;      James   Loch- 
ridge,    Education  and  Outreach  Director,    July,   1969-1971;      again   Ida 
Brinkley,    Interim  Youth   Choir  Director,   1971-1972;      Ed  Methany,  Music 
and  Education  Director,   June,   1972-January,   1976;      Charlie  Wilson, 
Interim  Youth   Pastor,   February,   1977-September,    1977;      Mozelle   Hansel, 
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Interim  Choir  Director,   1977;      Harry  Gilbert,  Minister  of  Education 
and  Music,    August,   1978-November,   1980;      John  Mark  Batchelor,    Associate 
Minister,    January,    1982-August,    1984;      and  Richard  Warner,   Associate 
Pastor,    July,   1986  to  the  present.      Between  the  ministries   of  John  Mark 
and   Rick,    Pamela   Potter   Richardson  led   the  Youth  for  about   six  months. 
Then  four  other  couples  here   offered   leadership.      These  were   Dan  and 
Joni  Bryant,   Kemp  and  Brenda  Ferguson,    Scott   and  Penny  Readling,   and 
Kirk  and   Andrea  Ward. 

The   following  information   is   also  pertinent   concerning  the  heri- 
tage  cf  the  Youth  Department.      The   first   Sunday   School  was   organized 
in     1862.      In   1926,    some  inajor   improvements,   with  the   leadership  of 
the  Rev.   M.    0.    Alexander,   were   accomplished,    including  ground  floor 
Sunday   School   rooms.      In  1952,   the   new  Education  Building   (new  the 
Youth  Building)  was  constructed  during  the   twelve-year  pastorate    of 
the   Rev.    Charles   F.    Leek.      In  1954,   Brs«    Blanche   Godfrey  was   Chairman 
cf  Youth   Activities,    along  with  Kiss  Betty  Grey  Harrington  and  the   Rev. 
Jerry   Potter.      Mrs.    Robert   S.    Powell    was   Superintendent,   of      the   Junior 
Department   with  teachers   Joe   Ann  and    Jim  Ward.      Mr:.    A.    C.    Jackson  was 
Superintendent   of   the    Intermediate   Department  with  Everett    Swaim,   teach- 
er. Willie  Welborn  was    Superintendent   of  the  Ycur.g  People's   Jepart- 
ment  with  teachers  Mrs.    Stanley  Wright   and  Mrs.   C.   F.    Lambeth. 

The  following  was   copied  from  the   December  15,    1963,    Inaugural 
Service   bulletin,      "...(members)   razed  their   old   sanctuary,   and,   at 
a  cost   of  about  $350,000  erected   a  new  one,   plus   an  adult  building 
(and)   renovate.!   the   old   educational   building  on   Cramer  Street  for  use 
as   a  youth  building.      Walls  have   been  taken  down,   partitions   added 
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and  replastering  done  to  make  new  classrooms  in  the  Youth  Building. 
Steel  beams  and  columns  have  been  added  to  make  it  more  substantial. 
The  entire  building  has  been  redecorated  in  colors  of  daisy  blue, 
wafer  beige,  boulevard  green  and  smoky  beige  with  new  furniture  in 
the  primary  rooms.   New  ti]e  in  matching  colors  has  been  placed  on 
the  ground  floor." 

It  is  impossible  to  condense  over  100  years  of  history  into  sev- 
eral short  pages.   The  examination  of  existing  records  reveals,  how- 
3"er,  that  the  membership  of  First  Baptist  has  consistently  supported, 
both  with  time  and  money,  the  educating  and  nurturing  of  young  people 
in  the  ways  of  our  example,  Jesus  Christ.. 


XXX 
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COLLEGE  AND  CAREERS  CLASS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT 

Seated:   Leigh  Sink,  Dana  Russell,  Angie  Brinkley,  Kitty  Westmoreland 
Standing:   John  All  good,  Ray  Joye,  Diane  Porter 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  COLLEGE  AND  CAREER  CLASS 

Before  1963  when  the  young  people   of   First    Baptist   graduated  from 
the   Senior  High  Department,   they  went    straight   to  the   Senior  Adult 
Department.      Recognizing  the   need  for  a  class   specifically  for  these 
young  men  and  women  going  to  college   or  beginning  work,  the   church 
organized  a   College  and   Career  Class. 

Bee    Powell,   then  Superintendent   of  the   Senior  High   Department, 
volunteered  to  organize  and  teach  the   class.      There  were  three   charter 
members;      one  was  Mrs.    Powell's   son.      During  the   next  thirteen  years, 
the   class   grew  to  an  active  membership  of  eighty-five   students  and 
career  people  between  the   ages   of  eighteen  and  twenty-five.      Several 
members  drove  from  Greensboro  and  Winston  each  Sunday  to  attend  the 
class. 

An  early  fellowship  of  coffee,    juice,   and  doughnuts  preceeded 
the  lesson  which  centered   on  the  truths   in  the  Bible.      Student   parti- 


The  College  and  Career  Class 

cipation  and  discussion  were  encouraged  and  respected.   Because  many  of 
the  students  attending  college  had  studied  or  were  studying  courses  such 
as  logic,  philosophy,  religion,  and  psychology,  some  became  confused 
because  some  concepts  learned  in  college  classrooms  seemed  to  contra- 
dict Bible  lessons  discussed  and  learned  in  church.   Therefore  all 
were  eager  for  the  truths  of  God's  word  and  were  concerned  about  their 

personal  re lat ions hipj, with  Christ.   Cn  occasions,  the  class  would  meet 

service 
after  the  worship,  for  several  hours  to  continue  their  class  discussions. 

Another  event  these  students  locked  forward  to  was  the  annual 
Prayer  Retreat  at  the  beach.   Two  cottages  were  rented  (one  for  young 
men  and  another  for  young  women),  and  activities  included  Bible  studies, 
films,  and  discussions  around  the  campfire.   This  event  deepened  the 
spiritual  lives  of  these  young  people  and  nurtured  love  and  respect  for 
each  other.   Because  many  discovered  God's  wills  for  their  lives,  some 
have  entered  the  field  of  missions,  many  are  serving  as  leaders  in 
churches,  and  almost  all  have  established  Christian  homes  where  they 
are  teaching  their  children  about  Christ. 

During  these  years,  these  students,  with  Mrs.  Powell's  help  and 
leadership,  incorporated  the  "Student  Day  at  Christmas"  into  the  church 
program»  Each  year,  the  first  Sunday  after  Christmas,  the  College  and 
Career  students  planned  and  presided  at  this  service.  One  student 
would  deliver  the  message,  and  others  related,  through  testimonies, 
the  power  of  God  in  their  lives  both  on  the  campus  and  in  the  job  mar- 
ket. 

During  the  first  years  when  Mrs.  Powell  served  as  director  and 
teacher  of  this  class,  Darrell  Corder  and  Sam  Kasis  served,  at  intervals, 
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as  associate  teachers.  Later  dedicated  teachers  included  Jim  Ward, 
Mrs.  Dalton  Myers,  Jim  McGhee,  and  Randy  Cranford.  Finally,  in  this 
1986-1987  church  year,  the  class  has  been  grouped  with  the  Young  Adults 
Deaprtment.   Ray  Joye  and  Jim  Burgess  are  the  teacher  and  associate 
teacher,   respectively,  and  John  Allgood  is  Outreach  Director. 


XXX 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  YOUNG  MEN'S  CLASS 

Previous  to  the  1986-1987  church  year,   there  was  discussion  con- 
cerning the   need  to  create   a  new  Sunday  School  department   and  to  rede- 
fine  potential  classes  within  the  department.      Therefore,   at  the  beginn- 
ing of  the   1986  year,  the  Young  Adult's   Sunday  School  Department  was 
formed,   and  three   classes  were   grouped  under   its  title:     The   College 
and   Career  Class,   The  Young  Couple's   Class,   and  The  Young  Men's   Class. 

Because  there   was  a  need  for  a  Young  Men's   Class   and  because 
the  potential  outreach  was  great,   a  list  of  prospective  members  was 
compiled,   and   several  young  men  committed  themselves  to  join.      John 
Allgood  was  elected  the  first  teacher,   and  charter  members,  along 
with  John,  were   Kyle   Auman,   Randy  Ballard,   Randy  Cranford,   Greg  Mauldin, 
and  Tim  Turner.     Since   its  beginning,  this  class  has  offered  strong 
Bible  teaching  and  personal  application,  as  well  as  fellowship  with 
other  young,  professional  men  with  similar  interest s..     Their  lives 
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and  examples  are    indicative   of  their  desire  to  follow  Christ's   leader- 
ship,  and  they   invite  other  young  men   in  the  church  and  community  to 
join  them. 


XXX 


YOUNG  COUPLES  CLASS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT 

Seated:      Angela  Keliey,    Anarea  Ward,    Julie   Atkinson 
Standing:      Larry   Keliey,    Jim  Ward,    Kirk  Ward,   Rick   Warner 


OUR  HERITAGE:  YOUNG  COUPLES  CLASS 

The  Young  Couples  Class  began  in  1983  as  The  Newly  Married  Class. 
Charter  members  were  John  Mark  Batchelor,  Associate  Minister  here  from 
January  1,  1982,  until  August  1,  198/*,  and  his  wife  Carla;  Kirk  and 
Andrea  Ward;  and  the  teacher,  James  Kirk  Ward.  The  class  began  meet- 
ing and  continues  to  meet  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Adult  Educational 
Building.   At  that  time,  the  class  was  in  the  Adult  1  Department. 

During  the  three  years  that  this  group  has  been  organized,  sev- 
eral couples  have  come  and  gone,  and  it  was  sometimes  difficult  to 
keep  the  class  in  existence.   During  this  church  year,  the  class  has 
been  renamed  and  has  been  included  in  a  department  for  young  adults. 
The  membership  has  been  expanded  to  include  dating  and  engaged  couples 
since  the  spiritual  needs  of  individuals  considering  a  lifetime  mate 
are  different  from  the  needs  of  a  regular  college  or  career  single. 
Presently  there  are  nine  members:   Larry  and  Angela  Kelley  (who  joined 
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the  class  when  they  were  dating),   Brooks   Nash  and   Julie  Ward    (who  are 
engaged),    Scott   and   Penny  Readling,   Kirk  and   Andrea  Ward,   and  the   same 
teacher,   Jim  Ward. 

As  these  young  couples  see   it,    God's   purpose  for  them  is  to  learn 
his   leadership  as   they  begin  their  married  lives.      They  seek  the   Lord's 
guidance   in  making  their  decisions   and  lean  on  the   other  couples,   their 
own  mates,   and  him  for   strength. 


XXX 


HOMEMAKERS  CLASS 
LEPT  TO  RIGHT: 
Seated:  Eacie  Regan,  Julie  Swain,  Thelma  Perdue,  Liz  Cranfora,  Kay  Eddinger, 

Debbie  Swaim,  Jeff  Eddinger 
Standing:   Tom  Koneycutt,  David  ^ranford,  Paul  Mitchell,  Dan  Swain,  Max  Rollins, 

Sam  Swaim,  Larry  Perdue 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  HOMBMAKERS  CLASS 

Around  twenty  years  ago,  Mrs.  Bee  Powell  was  teaching  in  the 
Senior  High  Department  here  at  First  Baptist.   Later,  when  some  of 
these  students  started  going  to  college,  she  became  the  teacher  of 
the  College  and  Career  Class.   After  that,  in  the  early  '70s  when 
some  of  these  began  to  marry,  she  was  asked  to  teach  the  class  for 
young  marrieds.   Therefore,  Mrs.  Powell  has  had  the  special  experience 
of  watching  the  spiritual  growth  of  some  of  her  students  from  high 
school  to  the  establishing  of  their  own  Christian  homes.   She  had  the 
privilege  of  being  promoted,  along  with  them,  from  one  level  to  the 
next. 

When  the  class  for  Young  Marrieds  first  began,  the  group  met 
upstairs  in  the  old  parsonage.  With  Mrs.  Margie  Hester,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hester,  acting  as  associate,  these  young  couples  started 
having  monthly  covered  dish  dinners  in  the  homes  of  the  couples,  a 


tradition  that  continues  today.  Class  members  before  1974  included 
Lee  and  Karen  Abbott,  Don  and  Debbie  Burton,  Jerry  and  Margaret  Hun- 
sucker,  Sid  and  Debbie  Lassiter,  and  Eddie  and  Alice  Regan.  Members 
who  joined  around  1974  or  shortly  thereafter  were  Tom  and  Debbie 
Honeycutt,  David  and  Sharon  Keever,  Nick  and  Linda  Russo,  Paul  and 
Vicki  Mitchell,  Jerry  and  Bonnie  Murdock,  Clifton  and  Kim  Payne, 
Gary  and  Tricia  Payne,  Phil  and  Delores  Potter,  Jeff  and  Vicki  Rollins, 
Max  and  Pat  Rollins,  Sam  and  Debbie  Swaim,  and  Scott  and  Tammy  Whit- 
aker.   Other  members  have  joined  since  then  as  the  class  continues  to 
grow. 

After  the  parsonage  was  removed  to  build  the  parking  lot,  the 
class  met  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Adult  Educational  Building,  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  Youth  Building,  and  finally  in  the  parlor  of 
the  Youth  Building.   Teachers  after  Mrs.  Powell  have  been  Katie  Gilbert, 
Eddie  Regan,  Max  Rollins,  and  Paul  Mitchell,  the  present  teacher. 
Former  assistant  teachers  include  Benji  Creasman  and  Julie  Swain. 
Present  assistant  teachers  are  Dan  Bryant,  Jeff  Eddinger,  and  Eddie 
Re  gan . 

When  these  Young  Marrieds  started  having  children,  the  name, 
Young  Marrieds ,  no  longer  seemed  appropriate,  so  the  group  adopted  the 
name  Home makers .  which  expressed  their  desire  to  dedicate  their  homes 
and  children  to  Christ.   Another  class  was  begun  for  other  couples  who 
were,  at  that  time,  newlyweds. 

One  incident  that  ha3  particularly  brought  members  of  The  Home- 
makers  Class  closer  together  was  the  death  of  Lauren  Ballard.   Children 
of  some  of  these  couples  were  in  the  nursery  with  her,  and,  in  an 


expression  of  love  for  this  child  and  her  family,  class  members  started 
The  Lauren  Ballard  Fund.  The  money  will  be  used  to  build  a  playground 
on  the  lawn  of  the  Youth  Educational  Building  facing  Cramer  Street. 

Mrs.  Powell  rejoices  in  the  spiritual  development  of  these  couples 
and  the  evidence  that  God  is  blessing  their  homes.  Her  students  have 
become  church  leaders  from  Thomasville  to  Wales,  and  she  says,  "One 
of  the  greatest  joys  of  teaching  the  Bible  is  to  have  your  pupils 
become  teachers,  deacons,  and  Sunday  School  leaders  themselves." 


XXX 


k5P»wI!SH»\F; 


COUPLES  FOR  CHRIST   CLASS 
LKKT   TO   RIGHT 
Row  1:      Ed  Huffman,   Deiores  Huffman,    Wayne   Drumheller,    Linda  Drumheller, 

Michael  Vipperman,    Barbara  Vipperman,   Eunice   Eurgess,    Jim  Burgess 
Row  2:      Bil]    £>kaggs,    Phyllis   Skaggs,    Sandy  McGhee,    Lavonne   Hill,    Jimmy  Hill 
Row  3:      Kenneth  Moore,    Jo  Moore,    Nina  Russell,    Robin  Russell,   Jennie   Counts, 

Jo   Ann  Porter 


OUR  HERITAGE:   COUPLES  FOR  CHRIST 

The  fact  that  membership  in  the  Couples  for  Christ  Class  has 
grown  from  the  original  sixteen  to  the  present  twenty-nine  members 
since  1981  is  proof  that  this  class  needed  to  be  formed.  Before 
1931,  there  were  only  two  couples  classes — one  for  couples  with  very 
young  children  and  another  for  couples  whose  children,  for  the  most 
part,  were  adults  themselves.   There  was  no  class  for  this  middle 
group  of  couples  with  school  aged  children.   Another  need  was  that 
some  women  were  coming  to  Sunday  School  without  their  husbands.   Church 
leaders  thought  that  a  class  for  this  particular  age  group  would  also 
address  these  husbands"  spiritual  needs. 

The  class  first  met  in  the  chapel  classroom  on  the  lower  level 
of  the  Educational  Building.   Later  it  met  in  the  Mission  Friends/ 
Girls  in  Action  Room  in  the  Youth  Building,  then  moved  back  to  the 
lower  level  of  the  Educational  Building  two  doors  down  from  the  ori- 
ginal location.  Bob  Bray  was  the  first  teacher,  and  the  following 
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are  considered  charter  members:  Bob  and  Mildred  Bray,  Howard  and 
Jennie  Counts,  Wayne  and  Linda  Drumheller,  Lee  and  Brenda  Mauldin, 
Don  and  Zennie  Royals,  Robin  and  Nina  Russell,  Bill  and  Phyllis  Skaggs, 
and  Mike  and  Barbara  Vipperman* 

Choosing  a  name  was  one  of  the  first  orders  of  business.  As 
president,  Howard  Counts  stood  several  Sundays  at  the  chalkboard  and 
wrote  names  members  suggested.   They  knew  they  wanted  the  word  couples , 
but  they  also  felt  the  urgency  to  include  the  purpose  and  motivation 
of  the  class.   The  name,  Couples  for  Christ,  fulfilled  both  needs  and 
was  therefore  adopted.. 

Wayne  Drumheller  became  the  teacher  in  1983,  and  through  his 
analytical  style  of  teaching,  he  encourages  members  to  both  ask  and 
answer  questions.   Southern  Baptist  literature  is  used,  but  the  Bible 
is  the  primary  source  of  reference.  Members  leave  each  Sunday  with 
intellectual  and  spiritual  needs  satisfied. 

This  group's  outings  are  especially  enjoyable.  Because  these 
couples  have  many  children,  everybody  has  a  good  time.   Tnese  parents 
are  endeavoring  to  lead  their  children  toward  their  own  personal  faith 
in  the  Saviour,  whose  name  is  glorified. 

Because  members  desire  to  seek  and  follow  God's  leadership,  he 
is  blessing  the  class.   As  one  person  stated,  "I  thank  God  every  day 
for  this  class  and  for  the  involvement  and  interest  my  husband  has  in 
it."  Present  members  are  reaching  out  to  other  couples  in  this  age 
group  who  need  to  feel  God's  presence  as  they  themselves  do. 

XXX 


FIRE  STATION  CLASS 


Teacher:   Davie  Ballard 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  FIRE  STATION  CLASS 

In  1982,  Davie  Ballard  and  Albert  Bray  felt  the  need  to  do  more 
than  belong  to  one  of  the  existing  Sunday  School  classes,  so,  with 
the  approval  of  the  church,  they  formed  a  new  class  called  The  Kitchen 
Class  because  that  was  where  they  first  started  meeting — in  the  kitchen 
of  our  Fellowship  Hall.   The  charter  member,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Ballard 
and  Mr.  Bray,  was  Robert  Kilpatrick.   Later,  the  class  moved  to  the 
kitchen  of  the  Central  Fire  Department  and  was  renamed  The  Fire  Station 
Class.. 

At  one  time,  Allen  Royals  helped  teach  the  class,  and  Mr.  Bray 
has  since  passed  away.   At  the  present,  Davie  is  the  teacher  for  the 
class.   Each  Sunday  morning  he  travels  tc  the  station  to  teach  the 
men  who  are  on  duty.   Their  attending  the  class  is  on  a  completely 
voluntary  basis,  and  Davie  says  that,  on  an  average,  four  or  five 
men  attend  weekly,, 


Fire  Station  Class 

In  Davie's  opinion,  the  purpose  of  the  class  is  for  him  to  be 
available  at  any  time  to  help  them  with  whatever  needs  arise  concern- 
ing their   individual  relationships  with  God.      He  hopes  to  bring  those 
lost  to  a  saving  knowledge  of   Jesus  and  to  teach  those   saved  how  to 
walk  closer,   through  Jesus,   with  God. 

One  incident  that  has  made  these  men  feel  particularly  close  to 
God  was  the  auto/train  accident  that  resulted  in  the  death  of  Lauren 
Ballard,  then  two  and  one-half  years  old,  and  serious  injury  to  her 
father,  Danny  Ballard,  a  Fire  Department  member  who  is  also  Davie's 
son.  Davie  believes  that  this  incident,  which  greatly  affected  both 
the  members  of  First  Baptist  and  the  entire  town  of  Thomasville,  had 
profound   implications  for  these  men  and  their  relationships  to  God. 

XXX 


ENCOUNTErt  CLASS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT 

Seated:      Ruoy   Boyle s,    Phyllis   Davis 

Standing:      Loretta  Cranford,  Mary   Helen   Batten,    Betty  Wallace,    Jackie   Whitaker, 
Sylvia  Kinney,   Faye  De   Garde 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  ENCOUNTER  CLASS 

Before  1959,  Mrs.  Robert  Clegg,  wife  of  a  former  Minister  of 
Education  here,  was  teaching  a  class  cf  young  marrieds  called  Tne 
Golden  Circle.   After  Mrs.  Clegg,  Evelyn  Ward  taught  until  1.974  when 
that  class  was  phased  out, and  most  of  the  young  women  were  promoted 
into  The  Truthseekers  Class.   Two  years  later  The  Encounter  C]a?s  was 
formed  to  allow  for  an  age  difference  among  the  women. 

The  class  met  for  the  first  time  in  a  small  room  upstairs  across 
from  the  Children's  Department,  and  there  were  fourteen  charter  mem- 
bers:  Judy  Beck,  Sandra  Corder,  Sylvia  Finney,  Jo  Freeman,  Barbara 
Greeson,  Hazel  Honeycutt,  Carolyn  Livengood,  Nancy  Odom,  Peggy  C'Kelley, 
Sara  Plakakis,  Ossie  Tolson,  Betty  Wallace,  Joe  Anne  Ward,  and  Jackie 
Whitaker.   Betty  Wallace  was  the  first  teacher,  followed  by  Brenda 
Ferguson  and  Faye  DeGarde. 

First  the  new  class  discussed  a  name,  and,  after  Joe  Anne  Ward 
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suggested  it,  agreed  upon  The  Encounter  Class  since  they  were  beginn- 
ing a  new  encounter.   Their  guidelines  were  from  II  Peter  1:5-8. 


And  beside  this,  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your 
faith  virtue;   and  to  virtue  knowledge; 

And  to  knowledge  temperance;  and  to  temperance  pa- 
tience;  and  to  patience  godliness; 

And  to  godliness  brotherly  kindness;   and  to  broth- 
erly kindness  charity. 

For  if  these  things  be  in  ycu,  and  abound,  they 
make  you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.. 


Their  motto  is  "Our  cup  runneth  over";   their  flower,  the  yellow 
rose;  their  song,  "Because  He  Lives";   and  they  find  an  answer  in  the 
thought,  "In  the  tiny  petal  of  a  tiny  flower  that  grew  from  a  tiny 
pod  is  the  miracle  and  the  mystery  of  all  creation  and  God." 

The  class  immediately  outgrew  their  first  room  and  moved  to  Room 
226  upstairs  in  the  Adult  Educational  Building.   From  there  they  moved 
to  their  present  location,  Room  220,  on  the  same  hall. 

In  the  first  few  years,  the  class  grew  from  fourteen  to  nearly 
thirty  members.   When  the  Couples  for  Christ  was  formed  in  1981,  sev- 
eral members  transferred,  but  during  the  "Four  More   in  '84"  campaign, 
enrollment  again  grew  to  the  present  twenty-six. 

Members  of  this  class  pray  for  and  love  each  other.   God  has 
blessed  them  with  a  closeness  resembling  sisterhood. 

Being  close  to  God  is  a  goal  they  all  seek.   This  they  have  felt 
especially  after  the  deaths  of  the  husbands  of  two  members,  after  the 
death  of  a  grandchild,  after  the  heart  attacks  of  two  husbands,  and 
through  their  own  bouts  of  sicknesses  and  hospitalization. 
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Members  of  The  Encounter  Class  also  serve 0   They  have  enjoyed 
cleaning  their  own  room;  cleaning  and  painting  the  present  classroom 
for  three-year-olds;  hanging  curtains  and  pictures;  driving  someone  to 
the  hospital}  putting  up  and  taking  down  Christmas  decorations;  giving 
money  and  food  to  the  needy;  helping  with  money,  paper  products  and 
food  supplies  for  the  Ronald  McDonald  houses;  and  visiting  nursing  ■ 
homes. 

As  they  understand  it,  God's  purpose  for  the  class  is  to  grow 
spiritually  and  to  help  others  physically  and  spiritually.   For  this 
they  rejoice,  saying,  "To  God  be  the  glory,  great  things  he  hath  done*" 


XXX 


TRUTHSEEKERS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 
Seated:   Joyce  Cranford,  Jo  Turner,  Pearl  Westmoreland,  Dene  Allen,  Sue 

Cranford 
Standing:  Louise  Stone,  Betty  Brewer,  Ruby  Elliott,  Nancy  Brinkley,  Hazel 

Prevo 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  TRUTHSEEKERS  CLASS 

■The  heritage   of  the  Truthseekers   Class   is  unique    in  that  there 
has  been  one  teacher  serving  continuously  for  the    immediate   past  thirty- 
odd  years.      Through  triumphs  and  trials,   through  serious   illness  and 
in  good  health,   Mrs.    Pearl  Westmoreland  has  been  this   class's   spiritual 
leader  for  this   long  because   she   believes  her  calling  was  not  by  men 
but  by  God. 

The   Truthseekers   Class  had   its  beginnings  when  Dr.    W.    K.   McGee 
was  pastor  here  from  1935-1945.      The   class   began  meeting  in  the   old 
building  and  was   called  Mrs.   McGee' s   Class.      Mrs.    Susan  Finch  was  a 
later  teacher,   and  the   class   was  called  Mrs.    Finch's   Class,   followed 
thereafter  by  Mrs.    Charles   Leek,   wife   of  the  Rev.   Mr.    Leek  who   served 
as   pastor  from  1946-1957.        During  her  tenure,   members  adopted  the 
name  Truthseekers  because  they  were   dedicated  to  the   purpose   of   study- 
ing God's  word.      Other  regular  teachers   served   intermittently  with  these 
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three,  but  in  the  mid  '50s,  Pearl  Westmoreland  was  asked  to  teach  one 
Sunday,  then  another,  after  which  she  was  asked  to  became  the  regular 
teacher.   Because  she  felt  this  was  God's  will,  she  accepted  the  res- 
ponsibility, where  she  continues  to  the  present.   The  class  has  been 
meeting  in  Room  223  of  the  new  Adult  Educational  Building  since  its 
completion  and  dedication  in  196A-.   Serving  with  Mrs.  Westmoreland 
have  been  three  dedicated  assistant  teachers:   Betty  Leonard,  Sue 
Cranford,  and  Nancy  Brinkley. 

Because  the  class  began  so  long  ago,  there  are  no  records  of  char- 
ter members.   However,  when  the  class  was  formed,  people  from  a  young- 
er department  were  promoted  into  the  class  at  five-year  intervals, 
and  members  were  promoted  from  the  class  into  one  for  an  older  age 
group.   Several  years  ago  this  practice  was  discontinued  when  couples' 
classes  and  singles*'  classes  were  organized.   Since  then,  most  members 
have  remained  in  the  Truthseekers  Class,  with  the  exceptions  of  those 
who  have  moved  to  other  churches  or  those  who  must  stay  home  to  care 
for  aged,  infirmed  parents.   These  inactive  members  are  remembered  in 
the  prayers  of  the  active  members  and  will  be  welcomed  back  when  they 
return. 

Spiritual  needs  of  these  ladies  are  met  through  the  loving,  close- 
knit  relationship  that  has  developed  over  the  years.   Ruby  Elliott  says, 
"We  come  together  before  class  time  to  share  in  fellowship.   We  ha"e 
become  sisters  in  faith,  through  the  belief  in  a  supreme  God.   He  feeds 
our  souls  anew  each  week." 

Another  member,  Joan  Turner,  states,  "We  rejoice  with  each  other, 
We  grieve  with  each  other  and  are  joined  with  a  bond  of  love  that  would 
bring  us  to  each  other  no  matter  what  the  distance,  time,  or  personal 
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sacrifice." 

Finally,  Mrs.  Westmoreland  herself  says,  "We  feel  that  both  teacher 
and  members  truly  seek  scripture  truths  and  deeper  dedication  to  our 
heavenly  Father." 

The  purpose  of  the  class  is  to  study  Godrs  holy  word  and  to 
imprint  its  precepts  in  their  hearts,  to  witness  for  him,  and  to  mature 
in  their  faith.  They  seek  to  honor  him  as  Lord  and  Saviour  and  to  ask 
continuously  for  his  guidance  in  all  facets  of  their  lives. 


XXX 


ELKO  ALLGOOD  FELLOWSHIP  CLASS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 

Seated:  Elmo  Allgooa,  Byron  Fritts,  C,  F.  Brewer,  Floyd  Hilbourn 
First  Row,  Standing:   Donald  Cranford,  Ray  Finney,  Raymond  Kyers,  Kemp  Ferguson 
Second  Row,  Standing:   Daltcn  Cranford,  Jerry  Livengood,  Howard  Counts 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  ELMO  ALLGOCD  FELLOWSHIP  CLASS 

In  1983  The  Fellowship  Class  was  renamed  The  Elmo  Allgood  Fellow- 
ship Class  to  honor  Mr.  Elmo  Allgood,  a  man  who  has  dedicated  his  life 
to  education.  Members  wanted  to  change  the  name  because  of  Mr.  Allgood 's 
vibrant  dedication  to  teaching  and  his  unwavering  example  of  Christian 
faith.   "There  cannot  possible  be  a  better  Sunday  School  teacher  than 
Elmo  Allgood,"  one  member  said. 

The  Elmo  Allgood  Fellowship  Class  began  back  in  the  middle  '50s 
as  The  Fellowship  Class.   At  that  time,  the  class  fixed  up  and  met  in 
the  car  shed  that  sat  next  to  the  parsonage  where  the  parking  lot  adja- 
cent to  our  church  offices  is  now.   They  remember  deciding  to  use  the 
shed,  blowing  stucco  onto  the  ceiling  and  walls,  and  meeting  there 
until  the  Adult  Educational  Building  was  finished,  where  they  now  meet 
on  the  second  floor. 

According  to  records,  there  were  six  charter  members:  Austin 
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Batten,  Donnie  Cranford,  Byron  Fritts,  Dalton  Myers,  Raymond  Myers, 
and  Eugene  Rollins.  Former  teachers  include  Bruce  Collins,  who  was 
the  teacher  when  the  class  met  in  the  shed,  Ottis  Honeycutt,  Doug 
Lopp,  Paul  Cranford,  Marvin  Miles,  and  David  Livengood.   For  the  past 
fourteen  years,  Mr.  Allgood  has  served  as  the  main  teacher,  in  which 
capacity  he  now  serves,  with  Tom  Allen,  Ray  Finney,  and  Jerry  Livengood 
serving  this  year  as  assistant  teachers.   Another  former  assistant 
teacher,  a  faithful  church  member  and  strong  Christian,  was  Gib  Batten, 
who  passed  away  in  March,  1936. 

One  particular  way  God  has  blessed  thes  class,  in  addition  to 
their  teacher,  is  through  the  fellowship  these  men  share.   A  traditional 
event  is  the  fish  fry  held  from  time  to  time  in  the  home  cf  Ramona 
Mitchell.   Ramona  continues  to  invite  class  members  and  their  wives 
for  this  occasion  even  though  Mr.  Mitchell  passed  away  October  1,  1981. 
Sources  report  that  the  fry  occurs  whenever  members  start  getting 
hungry  for  fish  and  whenever  Paul  Cranford  has  caught  enough  fish  from 
High  Rock  Lake  for  everyone. 

Besides  the  close  fellowship,  these  men  are  careful  to  visit  their 
sick  and  bereaved.   They  continue  to  enjoy  the  Christian  examples  of 
individual  members  and  the  strong  Biblical  instruction  of  Mr.  Allgood. 


XXX 


SILENT  CLASS 
Seated:   Carolyn  Hawley,  Joan  Rule,  Martha  Everhart,  Joan  Leonard,  Ruth 

Potter,  Janice  Hayes,  Nonie  Whisenant 
Standing:   Tony  Hawley,  Vernon  Rule,  Bob  Porter,  Kenneth  Leonard,  Mike  Tripplett, 

John  Hayes,  Billy  Everhart,  Jack  Whisenant 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  SILENT  CLASS 

The  ministry  to  the  deaf   in  the   Thomasville  area  began   in   1944 
when  Dr.   W.    K.   McGee  urged  that   a  class  be   started  for  this   group. 
A  few  people   joined  and  first  met   in  The   Doll's   House.      A  short   time 
later  they  moved  to  The   Cottage  beside   First   Baptist..     They  never 
attended  worship  services  because  there  were  no   interpreters.     The 
group  met   only  for   Sunday   School  but  did  not   have  a  qualified  teacher. 
Consequently,   class  members  had  no  meaningful  experiences  with  Christ 0 
Some  members  who  wanted  to  volunteer  to  teach  did   so  although  they 
knew  little   about  the  Bible   or  the  doctrine   of   salvation. 

In  1951,   things    improved  when  the   Rev.   Edsel  Jones  lived   in 
Thomasville  for  a  year.      His   ministry  came  to  a  close,   however,   when 
he  moved  to  another  state. 

In  1952  the  Rev.    Charles  F.   Leek  felt  a  real  burden  for  this 
particular  ministry  and  began  looking  for  a  person  with  the   skills 
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and  inspired  dedication  to  work  with  this  group.  The  answer  to  his 
prayers  and  the  prayers  of  the  deaf  themselves  came  in  the  form  of 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Potter  and  his  wife  Ruth  who  came  to  Thomasville  from 
Oregon.   Since  their  arrival,  they  have  made  an  eternally  profound 
impact  not  only  on  the  ministry  to  the  deaf  in  this  community  but  also 
to  that  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

As  the  Potters  began  their  work,  the  deaf  began  to  learn  the  gos- 
pel as  they  had  never  before  heard  it.   As  a  result,  younger  members 
began  to  grow  and  older  ones  continued  to  grow  as  individuals  devel- 
oped personal  relationships  with  Christ.. 

During  the  years  of  1956  to  1957,  Mrs.  Shirley  Prince,  now  a 
member  of  Green  Street  Baptist  Church  in  High  Point,  taught  and  inter- 
preted for  the  deaf  here.   Then  she  and  her  husband  moved  to  Virginia 
where  his  work  took  them.   At  that  time,  Robert  Whisenant  was  elected 
by  the  church  to  be  responsible  as  the  class's  regular  teacher.   Since 
then  he  has  served  in  this  capacity  and  has  proven  to  be  a  leader  who 
loves  the  Lord  and  other  people.   In  1979  Mr.  Whisenant  was  ordained 
to  preach. 

Since  the  1940s,  the  class  has  experienced  a  steady  growth. 
This  has  been  due  to  the  Potters''  work  and  the  williagness  of  other 
church  members  to  learn  sign  language  so  they  can  interpret  and  teach. 
Julie  Atkinson  and  Christy  Vipperman  are  among  the  youngest  hearing 
members  who  are  learning  to  sign.   Also,  in  addition  to  the  Potters, 
Ida  Brinkley,  Benjy  Creasman,  Jim  McGee,  Bob  Porter,  and  Jim  Ward 
are  actively  involved  as  they  interpret  God's  messages  to  his  people. 

Spiritual  growth  and  commitment  to  Christ  and  his  work  are  evi- 
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denced  by  the  involvement  of  the  deaf  members  in  the  ministry  of  First 
Baptist.  At  this  time,  there  are  three  ordained  deacons  in  this  group: 
John  Hayes,  Kenneth  Leonard,  and  Robert  Whisenant.   A  truly  special 
blessing  each  member  of  this  group  gives  to  the  church  is  the  simple 
beauty  of  their  signs.  Their  giving  movement  to  specific  words  and 
phrases  adds  a  spiritual  dimension  to  worship  that  can  be  had  through 
no  other  medium. 

The  members  of  The  Silent  Class  look  forward  to  the  challenge 
of  learning  more  about  Christ  and  being  involved  in  the  ministry  of 
First  Baptist  Church. 


XXX 


WESTMORELAND'S   COUPLES  CLASS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT,      Row  1:      Clarice    Lopp,   Louise   Hampton,    Baroara   Norton 
Row  2:      Catherine  Myers,    Penny   Armantrout,    Lib   Ball 

Row  3:      Max  Turner,    Prevette   Westmoreland,    Joe   Hart,    Howard   De   Garde,   Warren 
Araentrout,    Charles   Ball,    Jonn   Norton 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  WESTMORELAND'S  COUPLES  CLASS 

The  Westmoreland's  Couples   Class   had   its   start    in   19h7  as  The 
Young  Couplesrs  Class.      Agnes  Morgan  was  the   first  teacher  and  helped 
organize  the   class.      Nine  years  later  the   class   had   grown  so  large 
that   it  was  divided.      Mrs.    Lib   Leonard  continued  teaching  the  younger 
members,   and  Mr.    Prevette  Westmoreland  took  the   older   group  which  be- 
came  known  as  Westmoreland's  Couples   Class.      There  were  twelve   charter 
members:      Fred  and  Willa  Mae   Carmichael,   Hubert   and   Nan   Coffee,   Douglas 
and   Clarice   Lopp,   Charles  and   Jean  McKoin,   Victor  and  Catherine  Myers, 
and  Bill  and  Dot   Perryman.      There   are  presently  twenty-nine  members. 

Because   of  progress   and/or  for  the  convenience   of  the   church 
family,   the  class  has  experienced  many  moves.     When  the   class  was  first 
organized,   they  met   in  "The   Cottage, "  a  house   belonging  to  and   sit- 
uated  beside  the   old  church  building.      After  that  they  met    in  the 
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Fellowship  Hall,  the  second  floor  of  the  Adult  Educational  Building, 
the  second  floor  of  the  old  pastorium,  the  parlor  in  the  Adult  Educa- 
tional Building,  the  second  floor  of  the  same  building,  and  finally, 
beginning  this  year,  to  a  larger  room  on  the  first  floor. 

Spiritual  needs  of  class  members  have  been  met  through  the  teach- 
ings of  their  three  dedicated  teachers.   For  the  immediate  past  thirty 
years,  Mr.  Westmoreland  has  given  members  the  spiritual  guidance  needed 
in  their  lives.   God  has  also  blessed  them  by  calling  six  members  from 
their  group  into  the  field  of  missions:   James  and  Mary  Lockridge, 
Lewis  and  Julia  McCall,  and  Carter  and  Agnes  Morgan.   Approximately 
twenty  of  their  members  have  served  as  deacons,  and  others  have  been 
Sunday  School  and  Bible  School  teachers. 

God  ''s  purpose  for  them  is  to  study  and  understand  God ''3  word. 
A  couples  class  is  singularly  special  because  husbands  and  wives  study 
together  how  to  fulfill  their  duties  as  Christian  parents.   From  its 
organization  in  1947,  this  class  has  experienced  an  extraordinary  bond 
of  love — a  love  for  their  fellow  man,  a  love  for  each  other,  and  a 
love  for  God.   They  have  tried  to  extend  this  love  to  needs  within  the 
church  and  to  the  community.   As  they  have  been  made  aware,  they  have 
responded  by  giving  food,  clothing,  and  money  for  rent.   Their  love 
has  also  reached  their  missionary  members  in  the  forms  of  prayers  and 
love  offerings.   They  feel  particulary  blessed  because  through  God's 
love,  they  love. 

Member.3  of  the  Westmoreland ''s  Couples  Class  feel  especially  close 
to  God  as  they  turn  to  him  for  strength  in  times  of  sorrow  or  thanks- 
giving in  times  of  joy.  They  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  they  have  wit- 
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nessed  their  own  children  coming  to  know  Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour. 
To  the  family  at  First  Baptist,  the  Westmoreland's  Couples  Class  says, 
"We  thank  you  for  letting  this  class  be  a  part  of  this  great  church.  We 
covet  your  prayers  as  we  all  work  together  for  the  upbuilding  of  his 
great  kingdom." 


XXX 


GLEANERS   CLASS 
LEFT  TO  R]GKT:      Row   1:      Marjorie    Livengoori,    Ruby   Lowman,   Becky   Sykes,    Frances 

Swaim,    Grace   Chapman,   Carolyn   Livengood 
Row  2:      Connie   Allgocri,   Evelyn  Ward,   Margaret   Smith 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  GLEANERS  CLASS 

"And  Ruth  the  Moabitess  said  unto  Naomi,  Let  me  now  go  to  the 
field  and  glean  ears  of  corn  after  him  in  whose  sight  I  shall  find 
grace."  Ruth  2:2. 

The  verb,  t^o  glean,  means  to  gather  little  by  little.   When  one 
imagines  a  gleaner,  he  pictures  a  person  who  is  slowly  and  carefully 
reaping  what  has  been  overlooked  by  those  who  have  gone  ahead.   The 
gleaner  painstakingly  searches  out,  finds,  and  rejoices  in  the  trea- 
sures not  seen  by  those  who  went  before. 

The  Gleaners  Class  goes  back  to  August,  1935,  when  Dr.  W,  K. 
McGee  became  pastor  here  at  First  Baptist.   His  wife,  Joy  Beaman 
McGee  soon  thereafter  began  organizing  a  class  of  young  women  not 
attending  Sunday  School.   There  is  no  known  record  of  charter  mem- 
bers, but  the  class  was  named  The  Gleaners  Class..   It  grew  into  a 
rather  large  group,  and  a  little  later  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Matthews  was 
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asked  to  be  the  associate  teacher  and  to  teach  at  least  one  Sunday 
a  month.   After  Mrs.  McGee's  death  in  June,  1938,  Mrs.  Matthews  was 
asked  to  be  the  teacher.  Others  assisted  her  when  her  duties  as  a 
librarian  kept  her  away.  This  continued  until  1942  when  her  work 
as  a  librarian  took  her  even  farther  away,  and  she  felt  obliged  to 
give  up  the  class.   She  was  replaced  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Powell,  Bob  Powell's 
mother.  Mrs.  Powell  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Mae  Holton  whose  assistants 
were  Polly  Kearns,  Frances  Hill,  and  Margaret  Emmick..  Mary  Abbott 
then  taught  several  years  before  the  Mary  Abbott  Class  was  formed. 
Evelyn  Jackson  served  for  a  short  time  as  her  assistant.   After  The 
Gleaners  Class  was  divided  to  form  The  Mary  Abbott  Class,  Mrs.  Viola 
Williamson,  wife  of  the  Rev.  George  Williamson,  was  the  teacher.  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Ward  was  her  assistant,  and  when  the  Williamsons  retired  from 
First  Baptist,  Mrs.  Ward  became  teacher,  beginning  in  1980.   Her  assis- 
tants were  Frances  Swaim  and  Frances  Hill,  who  were  the  regular  teachers 
during  the  summer  when  Mrs.  Ward  served  in  Ridgecrest*   The  latter 
part  of  1982  was  an  extremely  stressful  time  for  the  class  since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Ward  brought  health  problems  for  Mrs.  Ward.   Then  the 
class  started  the  system  of  four  teachers:  Evelyn  Ward,  Frances 
Swaim,  Florence  Rollins,  and  Lynn  Withers,  with  Betty  R.  Leonard  serv- 
ing as  a  substitute.   These  teachers  continue  to  the  present. 

In  recent  years  the  class  has  had  some  particularly  dedicated, 
hard-working  presidents,  including  Pat  McCrary,  Joe  Ann  Ward,  and 
Connie  Allgood.   The  class  enjoys  class  meetings  and  the  fellowship 
they  experience  in  these  meetings  and  on  Sunday  mornings. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  Ruth  said,  "Let  me  glean  ears  of  corn  after 


Gleaners 

him  in  whose  sight   I  shall  find  grace."     These  ladies,  with  God's 
help  and   in  whose   sight  they  are  finding  grace,   continue  to  glean. 
The  treasures  they  find  are  for  our  Lord's  glory. 

XXX 


J.    L.    WARD   CLASS 
LETT  TO  RIGHT 

Seatea :      Hooert    Foster,   Emory   Ferryman,    Glenn    Leonard,    Ralph  Moore 
Standing:      Brc»/n  Glinard,    Clyde   Crook,    Isaac   Terrell,    David   Livengood,    Joe   Beeson, 
Everett    Swaim,    Tom   Honeycutt 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  J.   L.  WARD  CLASS 

The   J.    L.    Ward   Class  was  formed   in  1962  and  was  named  to  honor 
James   Leonard   Ward,   the   first   teacher.      Before  the  formation  of  the 
class,   there  was  the  Hayes-Lloyd   Class,   named  for  John  Hayes  and   John 
Lloyd,   which  was  for  men  fifty-five     years  of  age0      Since  there   were 
several  men   in  that   class  who  were  younger,   another   class  was  needed.. 
Therefore     the   J.    L.   Ward   Class  created.      After  members   of  the   J.    L. 
Ward  Class  reached  fifty-five,   they  could  be   promoted  back  to  the 
parent   class,   which  by  that  time  was  renamed  the   Hayes-Abbott   Class. 
Mr.   Ward   served  as  the  teacher  from  1962  until  his  death  at   Ridgecrest 
in   August   of  1982. 

The   class  first  met    in  the   Chapel  Room  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
Adult  Educational  Building,   and   charter  members  were   Fred  Carmichael, 
Brown  Clinard,   Gilbert   Crotts,   C,    D.    Nance,    Joe   Smith,    Paul  Waters, 
and  Howard  Wilson.      Since   it  was  the  habit   of  Mr.    Ward  and  his  wife 
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Evelyn  to  serve  at  Ridgecrest  during  the  summers,  the  class  had  regular 
substitutes  during  that  time.   Clyde  Crook  was  serving  in  this  capacity 
when  Mr.  Ward  passed  away,  after  which  Mr.  Crook  became  the  regular 
teacher.    Serving  as  co-teachers  with  him  were  David  Livengood  and 
Ottis  Honeycutto   A  teaching  rotation  system  was  developed  from  this. 
Glenn  Leonard  served  as  the  next  main  teacher  with  Joe  Beeson  and 
Isaac  Terrell  rotating  with  him.   In  the  present  1986-1987  church 
year,  Glenn  Leonard  is  the  main  teacher  again,  rotating  with  David 
Livengood,  Joe  Beeson,  and  Clyde  Crook.   There  are  now  eighteen  members 
in  the  class.. 

God's  purpose  for  this  class  is  to  learn  new  truths  by  studying 
the  Bible.  Members  share  a  close  fellowship  and  gain  spiritual  strength 
by  praying  for  each  other  and  always  demonstrating  Christian  love. 
Because  of  their  particular  age,  these  men  are  strong  leaders  in  the 
church.   They  bring  what  they  learn  in  their  classroom  to  their  various 
roles  of  service  in  the  church. 

God  has  richly  blessed  this  group  over  the  years,  not  only  through 
Mr.  Ward,  a  dedicated,  studious  teacher  who  loved  the  class,  but  with 
family-minded  men  who  Love  the  Lord.   In  addition  to  Mr.  Ward,  Dalton 
Myers  and  Gene  Rollins  are  remembered  for  their  contributions  toward  the 
church  because  of  their  love  for  God.. 

Members  of  the  J.  L.  Ward  Class  continue  to  tell  of  their  love 
for  their  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  the  blessings  that  have  come  their 
way  over  the  years,  and  their  faith  in  the  future  as  revealed  through 
the  word  of  God. 

XXX 


MARY  ABBOTT  CLASS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 

Row  1,  Seated:   Elaine  Wade,  Mary  Tucker,  Lou  Lee  Galliaore,  Edith  Kearns 
Row  2:  Marilyn  Withers,  Deris  Holbrock,  Lorene  Clocfelter,  Vemie  Jenkins, 

Faye  Blair 
Row  3:   Lula  Mae  Thomas,  Mary  ADbott 
Row  4:   Ina  Pierce,  Edna  Eddinger,  Dixie  Fincannon,  i-iyce  Mills,  Brenda  Ferguson, 

Mae  Holton 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  MARY  ABBOTT  CLASS 

The  Mary  Abbott  Class  was  formed  because  there  was  a  need  to 
bring  adult  women,  no  longer  married,  together  to  share  their  common 
problem  and  to  gain  strength  from  the  understanding  of  others  in  their 
class. 

Before  1980,  there  were  ladies''  mixed  classes  of  both  single  and 
married  women,  but  a  closeness  that  now  exists  was  missing.   A  group 
of  ladies  approached  the  Rev.  George  Williamson  about  forming  such 
a  class.  Mary  Abbott  had  already  consented  to  be  the  teacher,  and 
Mr.  Williamson  agreed  that  there  was  a  need.   The  class  was  approved, 
so  the  Mary  Abbott  Class  was  formed  April  20,  1980.   The  starting 
enrollment  was  seventeen.   Presently  there  are  nineteen  members. 
(One  member  has  been  lost  through  death,  and  three  others  have  moved 
out  of  town.) 


The  Mary  Abbott  Class 

The  class  first  met  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Adult  Educational 
Building  but  found  that  the  stairs  presented  a  problem  for  some  of 
the  members.   They  moved  to  the  first  floor,  and  there  they  have  met 
in  two  different  rooms. 

The  following  are  charter  members:  Mary  Abbott,  Faye  Blair, 
Lorene  Clodfelter,  Edna  Eddinger,  Lou  Lee  Gallimore,  Mae  Holton, 
Vernie  Jenkins,  Edith  Kearns,  Louise  McGee,  Ina  Pierce,  Rachel  Rabon, 
Ruby  Ritchie,  Lillian  Rutledge,  Lula  Mae  Thomas,  Ruby  Thomas,  Elaine 
Wade,  and  Lynn  Withers.   Other  ladies  who  have  since  joined  are  Vera 
Fritts,  Blanche  Godfrey,  Hazel  Leonard,  Azella  Miller,  and  Mary  Tucker. 

The  teachers  have  been  Mary  Abbott,  Lynn  Withers,  Vernie  Jenkins, 
and  Brenda  Ferguson.  Mae  Holton  has  acted  as  substitute  teacher  at 
times,  and  Doug  Lopp  is  the  fifth  Sunday  teacher. 

God's  purpose,  as  they  see  it,  is  for  members  to  witness  more 
effectively  and  to  exhalt  his  holy  name.   The  death  of  one  class  mem- 
ber, Savannah  Harris,  has  drawn  members  closer  together.   Savannah 
was  a  faithful  memoer  as  long  as  she  was  able  to  attend. 

The  spiritual  needs  of  members  are  met  through  Bible  study, 
discussion,  and  prayer.  God  has  blessed  the  class  with  a  bond  of 
love  and  understanding  that  gives  them  strength  and  security  in  know- 
ing there  are  at  least  nineteen  friends  as  close  as  their  telephone. 
As  one  member,  Blanche  Godfrey,  expressed  it,  "Being  in  this  class 
has  been  a  new  and  wonderful  experience.   I  have  enjoyed  the  adult 
Bible  study  that  I  have  missed  after  being  involved  with  children  all 


The  Mary  Abbott   Class 

my  life." 

Because   of  the   personal  blessing  this  class  has  brought  to  each 
member,   they  participate  more   actively   in  Bible   study,   witnessing, 
visiting  shut-ins,   and  other  church  activities. 


XXX 


FIDEL 15- PHILATHEA  GLASS 
Row  1,    Seated:      Mabel   Stewart,   Kay   Stringf jela,   Mary  Matthews,   Elizabeth  Teague, 

Virginia  Harrington,    Luttie   Hooker 
Row  2:      Myrtle   Bryant,    Lily  Wilson,   Elizabeth  Hiatt,    Iraoge.ne    Perry,   Mamie   Lambeth, 

Mary  Drury,   Ola  Mae   Scrcggs,    Lorine    Bolicx,   Made   Clinara,    Sarah    Ivey 
Row  3:      Stella  Owens,   Margaret   Honeycutt,   Mozelie   Hansell,   Edna   Sechrest,   Frances 

Hill,   Pat  McCrary,   Margaret   Nelson,   Helen   Bray,   Mabel   Clinara,    Polly  Welborn, 

Nellie    Stinson 


CUR  HERITAGE:      THE  PHILATHEA-FIDELIS  CLASS 

The   present    Philathea-Fidelis   Class  had   its  origin   in  the   1920s 
as  The   Philathea   Class.      In  19oo  the   class  was   so  large  that    some  mem- 
bers divided  to  form  The   Friendship   Class.      Later   in  1983  The   Fidelis 
Class   joined  The   Philathea  Class,    becoming  The   Philathea-Fidelis   Class. 

In  the    '20s  when  the  class  was  first   begun,   members  met    in  a 
room  behind  the   choir   loft   in  the   first   brick  sanctuary.      Kow  the   name 
was  decided  and  the  number   of  charter  members   are   not   known,    but  tea- 
chers   included  Krs.    Betty  Robbins,   Mrs.   Mary   Lambeth,  Mrs.    Joj   Beamon 
McGee,   Mrs.    T„    J.    Covington,   Mrs.    Elizabeth   3.    Wilson,   Mrs.   Mabel 
Royse,   Mrs.    Geneva   Kanoy,   Mrs.   May   Springfield,   Mrs.   Mary  Drury,   Mrs. 
Evelyn  Jackson,   Mrs.   Elizabeth   Leonard,   Mrs.    Amanda   Franks,   Mrs.   Mary 
Matthews,   Mrs.   Mazelle   Rollins,   Mr.    Douglas    Lorp,   and  Mrs.    Frances 
Hill. 

Mrs.   Elizabeth  Wilson   began  teaching  the   Philathea  Class    in  January 
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1942.   When  the  present  Adult  Educational  Building  was  completed,  the 
class  began  meeting  in  a  room  on  the  first  level.   On  January  3,  1965, 
the  class  presented  two  communion  plates  to  the  church  with  the  engrav- 
ing, "In  honor  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Barnes  Wilson,  teacher  for  the  Phil- 
athea  Class."  On  the  same  day  a  new  maple  desk  and  chair  were  also 
presented  in  her  honor.   Later,  the  class  gave  $150.00  toward  the  pur- 
chase of  pew  cushions  for  our  present  sanctuary. 

In  September,  1966,  the  class  had  become  large  enough  to  form  two 
classes.   All  members  aged  fifty-five  through  fifty-nine  remained,  and 
all  others  formed  The  Friendship  Class.   The  class  had  a  respectable 
sum  of  money  in  its  treasury,  so  they  voted  to  give  it  to  the  building 
fund.   At  that  time,  Mrs.  Mabel  Royse  and  Mrs.  Geneva  Kanoy  assisted 
Mrs.  Wilson,  the  main  teacher.  Mrs.  Wilson  taught  for  around  forty 
years,  beginning  in  1942  until  1982  or  1983. 

Then  in  1983,  The  Fidelis  Class  joined  Tne  Philathea  Class. 
Members  transferring  with  The  Fidelis  Class  were  the  teacher,  Mrs. 
Mary  Matthews,  and  four  other  members:  Mrs.  Amanda  Franks,  Mrs.  Lutje 
Hooker,  Mrs.  Lela  Luther,  and  Mrs.  Rose  Stillwell.   Mrs.  Matthews,  a 
much-loved  and  respected  Christian  lady,  continues  to  help  teach  even 
after  her  ninety-first  birthday. 

Each  Sunday  morning  The  Philathea-Fidelis  Class  begins  with  a 
devotional  and  prayers  for  the  needs  of  members,  and  all  are  encouraged 
to  participate  in  the  discussion  of  the  lesson. 

In  addition  to  God's  guidance,  the  class  has  been  blessed  with 
the  leadership  of  good  class  officers  who  conscientiously  do  their 
jobs  wello   The  president  spends  time  checking  on  the  welfare  of  mem- 
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bers,   tells  about    illnesses  within  the  families,   and  reminds  members 
of  those   having  birthdays.      They  also  prepare  food  for  a  member  who 
has  a  death   in  the  family.      These   ladies  are  an  active  and  working 
class  and  look  forward  to  coming  to  Sunday  School.. 

God   is   blessing  this  class,   which   is   particularly  evident  when 
a  member  gives  a  testimony  about   how  he  has  helped   in  a  time   of  anx- 
iety or  decision.      Deaths   of  dear  and  faithful  members  always  draw 
members  closer  together  and  make  them  thankful  for  God's  love  and 
comfort. 


XXX 
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KEN'S   BIBLE   CLASS 


Left   to  right : 

Row  1:   Curry  Regan,  Inman  Stewart,  Lawrence  Beck,  A.  C.  Jackson,  C.  D.  Nance, 

Clyde  Grant,  L.  E.  Abbott 
Row  2:   Howard  Stinson,  Vernon  Chapman,  Pat  Sykes,  Clifford  Swain,  Glenn 

Rollins,  Pete  Haney 
Row  3:  Woodrow  Morris,  Craig  Cranford,  Howard  Wilson,  Bennie  Hicks,  H.  R. 

Madison,  C.  B.  Freeman,  Everett  Poole 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  MEN'S  BIBLE  CLASS 

The  Men's  Bible  Class,  the  one  which  presently  meets  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  Adult  Educational  Building  and  the  one  whose  members  sing 
every  Sunday  morning,  is  the  result  of  a  merger  between  two  other 
classes,  The  Berean  Class  and  The  Hayes-Abbott  Class.. 

The  Berean  Class  was  in  existence  at  least  forty  years  ago,  be- 
cause that  was  when  Jimmy  Holmes,  present  president  of  The  Men's  Bi- 
ble Class,  joined.  Teachers  of  The  Berean  Class  included  Dr.  F.  S. 
Meyer,  father  of  Mrs.  Ervin  Earnhardt,  a  former  organist  here;   Romolus 
Skaggs,  Bill  Skaggsrs  father,  who  was  a  principal  at  Mills  Hone  when 
there  was  a  school  on  that  campus;   the  Rev..  Woodrow  Wilson;   the  Rev, 
Tom  Br ink ley;   and  Ottis  Honeycutt. 

The  Hayes-Abbott  Class  was  first  the  Hayes-Lloyd  Class,  a  class 
established  in  1923  by  John  Hayes  ana  John  Lloyd.   The  only  charter 
member  still  a  member  of  First  Baptist  is  Mr.  James  31atec   During 
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the  late  1920s  the  class  met  in  the  Masonic  Lodge  Building  beside  First 
Baptist.   Later,  it  met  in  a  room  upstairs  in  the  old  sanctuary.  When 
the  number  of  members  grew  to  over  100,  they  moved  to  a  larger  room 
in  the  basement  of  the  old  sanctuary,,  Mr.  Hayes  was  the  teacher  until 
his  death  in  1964.  Then  Mr.  L.  E.  Abbott  became  the  teacher,  and  the 
class  was  named  The  Hayes-Abbott  Class. 

In  1981  The  Berean  Class  and  The  Hayes-Abbott  Class  joined  to 
form  one  clas3,  The  Menrs  Bible  Class.  Mr.  Abbott  continues  to  be  the 
main  teacher  with  the  help,  over  the  years,  of  some  dedicated  associates: 
Laurence  Beck,  Dr.  R.  C.  Foster  (who  passed  away  November  25,  1985), 
the  Rev.  Inman  Stewart,  and  the  Rev.  Woodrow  Wilson. 

The  enthusiastic  singing  of  these  class  members  is  testimony  itself 
that  God  is  blessing  this  class  and  that  members  are  happy  living 
Christian  lives.  Eva  Jones  and  Mabel  Clinard  are  occasional  pianists, 
but  Nona  Madison  usually  accompanies  them,  and  Curry  Regan  is  song 
leader.   "The  class  that  sings,"  as  this  class  has  been  dubbed,  is 
The  Men's  Bible  Class. 

XXX 


FRIENDSHIP  CUSS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 

how  1,  Seated:   Inman  Stewart,  Eloise  Clary,  Talma  Ward,  Leona  Fester,  3ea  Hicks 
Row  2:   Eva  Jones,  Audrey  Regan,  Pearl  Garrell,  Katie  Stevens,  Swannie  McHarque, 

TheLna  Robertson,  Etta  Breedlove 
Row  3:   Nona  Madison,  Frances  Beck,  Mary  Woods,  Jetti  Westmoreland,  Ellen  Griffie, 

Mary  Johnson,  Marie  Waters 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  FRIENDSHIP  CLASS 

The   Friendship  Class  was  formed   at  the  beginning  of  the   1966-1967 
church  year  because  the   Philathea  Class  had   become    so  large.      The   new 
class,   the   Friendship   Class,   was  for   ladies   sixty  to  sixty-five  years 
of  age.      Members   proposed  three  names,   and  the   Friendship  Class  was 
chosen.      Their  purpose,   as  they   see    it, is  to   glorify  God's  name. 

The  following  thirty-eight   ladies  were   charter  members:      Mrs.    K. 
D.    Allison,   Mrs.    C.    L.    Black,   Mrs.    J.    P.    Burt,   Mrs.    C.    L.    Cross,   Mrs. 
Joe   Daniels,  Mrs.    Clyde   Harrison,   Mrs.    J.   W.    Hudson,   Mrs.   Ernest   Love, 
Mrs.    L.   V.   Miller,   Mrs.    E.    A.   Myers,   Mrs.    Odessa  Myers,   Miss   Florence 
McWilliams,   Mrs.    C.    C„    Rhodes,   Mrs.    H.   V,'.    Russell,   Mrs.    F.    L.    Sink, 
Miss   Ruth   Smith,   Mrs.    J.   W.    Stevens,   Mrs.    H-  C.    Taylor,   Miss  Mamie  Waters, 
Mrs.    A.    L.    Ballard,  Mrs.    G.   R.   Breedlove,   Mrs.    J.    B.    Brut  on,   Mrs0    Alfred 
Craven,   Mrs.   0.    C,    Garrell,   Mrs.    John  Hamilton,   Mrs.    R.    C.    Hiatt,   Mrs. 
D.    H.    Loflin,   Mrs.    H.    R.   Madison,   Mrs.    Webb  Moore,   Mrs.    A.    J.   Owens, 
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Mrs.  A.  L.  Rodgers,  Mrs.  Thomas  Sears,  Miss  Jewell  Sink,  Miss  Nena  Smith, 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Stone,  Mrs.  Fred  Ward,  Mrs.  Bessie  Wells,  and  Mrs.  Forrest 
Grimes.   The  present  enrollment,  which  includes  those  on  their  inactive 
roll  due  to  health  reasons,  is,  coincidentally,  thirty-eight  members. 

When  the  class  was  formed  in  1966,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Madison  was  the  teacher, 
and  Miss  Jewell  Sink  was  assistant  teacher.   Both  served  until  1972  when 
Miss  Sink  became  the  teacher  and  Mrs.  Madison,  the  assistant.   In  197A 
Mrs.  0.  C.  Garrell  and  Mrs.  Worth  Johnson  were  elected  as  co-teachers, 
and  in  1975  Mrs.  R.  C.  Foster  and  the  Rev.  Ihman  Stewart  were  elected 
to  serve  with  Miss  Jewell  Sink  as  co-teachers.   In  1977  Mrs.  George  Will- 
iamson was  elected,  and  in  1978  Mrs.  J.  C.  Payne  was  elected  as  a  co- 
teacher.   At  the  present  time,  Miss  Jewell  Sink  is  the  teacher.  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Foster  is  the  associate  teacher,  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Madison,  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Payne,  and  the  Rev.  Inman  Stewart  are  co-teachers.   Miss  Sink  has 
served  as  a  teacher  since  1972. 

The  class  first  met  in  an  upstairs  room  in  the  Adult  Educational 
Building.   However,  due  to  the  age  of  members  and  because  stairs  were 
difficult  for  them,  the  class  moved  to  a  room  downstairs.   About  a  year 
later,  they  changed  rooms  with  the  Philathea  Class  and  still  meet  in  this 
room. 

The  spiritual  needs  of  this  class  are  met  by  being  provided,  they 
think,  with  the  best  teachers  available.  They  are  always  sure  of  a  well- 
prepared  and  well-presented  lesson  each  Sunday.  They  keep  in  close  con- 
tact with  each  other  by  visits  and  telephone  calls,  especially  to  those 
who  are  unable  to  attend  due  to  health  problems.  When  a  death  occurs, 
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they  provide  food,  floral  arrangements,  and  memorials. 

They  feel  especially  blessed  that  they  still  have  fifteen  of  their 
charter  members  in  the  class,  and  they  have  added  new  members  who  have 
been  special  blessings  in  so  many  ways. 

They  feel  particularly  close  to  God  because  of  the  inspired  lessons 
taught  by  their  dedicated  teachers.   Each  Sunday  morning  members  leave 
feeling  closer  to  God  than  they  did  when  they  came. 

XXX 


HOMEBOUND  CLASS  TEACHERS 
LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  Marilynn  Withers,  Kary  Tucker,  Evelyn  Ward 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  HOMEBOUND  CLASS 

Before  1983,  there  were  ladies  in  our  church  who  were  visiting 
our  elderly  members  on  a  regular,  weekly  basis.   Therefore,  upon  the 
suggestion  of  John  Mark  Batchelor,  then  Associate  Pastor,  and  Jennie 
Counts,  who  was  serving  her  first  term  as  Sunday  School  Director,  the 
church  took  action  to  make  this  group  an  official  part  of  Sunday  School. 
The  new  class,  The  Homebound  Class,  was  therefore  created.  The  first 
teachers  were  those  already  visiting:   Blanche  Godfrey,  Mem  Rollins, 
Evelyn  Ward,  and  Lynn  Withers.   Charter  members  were  Ruby  Boaz,  Mar- 
guerite Bray,  Paul  A.  Clinard,  Nettie  Crosby,  Mae  Eagles,  Eva  Freeman, 
Ellen  Hiatt,  Ruth  Loflin,  Theresa  Owen,  and  Clara  and  J.  L.  Perryman. 
Since  1983,  Flossie  Sowers  and  Nina  Moore  have  been  added  to  the  class, 
and  deceased  members  are  Ha  Bruton  and  Virginia  Jack3on.  This  year's 
teachers  are  Mary  Tucker,  Evelyn  Ward,  and  Lynn  Withers. 


Homebound   Class 

This   class   is  unique   in  two  ways:     teachers  go  to  visit  their 
students  during  the  week,   not   Sunday  morning,   since  they  themselves 
attend  worship  on  Sundays,   and  the  needs  of  each   individual  are  the 
first   priority.      Lynn  Withers   says   of  the  ministry  she,  Mrs.   Ward,   and 
Mrs.    Tucker  share,    "As  Ebbie,   Mary,   and   I  make  our  Homebound  visits, 
we  try  to  be   sensitive  to  the  needs   of  these   saints.      We  do  not  always 
go  to  teach  a  Sunday  School  lesson  ;     There  are  times  when  we  fill 
their  needs  by  answering  questions   about   other  members   in  their  former 
classes   and  by   giving  news   concerning  the   progress  and  programs   of  the 
church.      Often  we   sit   and  listen  to  them  and  follow  their  lead.     We 
try  always  to  read  the    scripture  and  have  prayer.      We   sing  with  some, 
write  letters  for   some,   and  try  to  answer  their  questions.. 

"We   always   leave  feeling  richly  blessed.      It    is  a  joy  to  serve 

our  Lord    in  this   manner.      Our  hearts   are   lifted  with  each  visit,   for 

we  always   know  that  we  are   in  the   presence  of  God  ''s  cherished   saints. 

We  know,   too,   that  these   dear  ones  feel  they  are   not  forgotten,    but 

are,    in  truth,   a   loved   and  valuable   part   of  church  live. 

"We   are  always  welcomed  with  hugs  and  kisses.      This  ministry  is 

at 
a  much-needed  and  blessed  one.      God   is       work.      What   a  privilege   it 

is  to  be   a  Homebound  teacher  !'' 
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SANCTUARY      ORCHESTRA 
VIOLINS:      Betty   Fouts,    Don  Whittington 
VIOLA:      Lori   Lloyd 
CELLO:      Ruby   Wentzel 
DOUBLE  BASS:      Fred  Wentzel 
FLUTES:      Vanjie   Brinkley,    Joan   Burgess 
TRUMPET:      Gary  Drumheller 


SANCTUARY  CHOIR 
Associate  Pastor:   Rick  Warner 
Paster:   Michael  Vipperman 
Director:   Bill  Highbaugh 

Row  1:   Ruby  Doyles,  Eunice  Wooc,  Karen  Tucker,  Liz  Cranford,  ;)ebbie  Swaim 
Row  2:   Evelyn  Ward,  Scarlett  Wallace,  Mem  Rollins,  Dixie  Fincannon,  Becky  Sykes, 

Connie  Allgood,  Carolyn  Livengooc,  Ida  BrinKley 
Row  3:   Sam  Swaim,  Jim  Burgess,  David  Livengood,  Jerry  Livengood,  Ed  Huffman,  Doug 

Lopp,  Davia  Cranford,  Marshall  Stilwell,  Everett  Swaim 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  .ADULT  CHOIR 

The  Adult  Choir,  always  a  vibrant,  active  part  of  First  Baptist, 
has  traditionally  presented  music  that  has  challenged  the  members  and 
inspired  the  congregation.   Annual  events  are  Easter  and  Christmas  can- 
tatas.  Other  programs  include  special  music  for  revivals,  music  for 
occasional  events  (such  as  our  125    Celebration)  and  special  presen- 
tations when  guests  formed  a-»\  orchestra,  along  with  regualr  musicians. 
The  choir  is  made  of  volunteers,  but  the  group  seems  always  to  have 
been  blessed  with  members  whose  beautiful  voices  enhance  the  music. 

As  far  as  can  be  determined,  the  following  have  served  as  directors: 
from  1927  until  1941,  Ruby  Boyles;   1941-1954,  Susan  Finch;   Timmy  Pegram, 
1954i  Ray  Holder,  I960;   Lanny  Johnson,  1965;  Donald  Harrington,  1968; 
Ed  Metheny,  1974;  Mozelle  Hansell,  1976;   Harry  Gilbert,  1978;   Kyle 
Auman,  1982;   and  Bill  Highbaugh,  1984  to  the  present.   (Mozelle  Hansell 
has  served  several  times  as  interim  director.) 


Adult  Choir 

Organists  have  been  Mrs.  R.  W.  Crews,  1927-1941;  Susie  Crowell, 
1954;  Ruth  Earnhardt,  I960;  Joyce  Ward,  1965;  Madeline  Misenheimer, 
1968;  Margie  Hester,  1974;  Robbie  Porter,  1976;   Katie  Gilbert,  1978; 
and  Gail  Byerly,  1982  to  the  present.   Sabrina  Rhodes  also  served  as 
organist  during  the  summer  months  when  she  was  out  of  school. 


OUR  HERITAGE:   THE  LADIES  AID  SOCIETY 
THOMASVILLE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

In  1912  when  the  first  brick  church  was  under  construction,  a  group 
of  active  church  leaders  met  and  organized  a  church  Furnishing  Society. 
They  worked  diligently  putting  on  many  projects  to  raise  money.   Special 
dinners,  the  sale  of  baked  goods  and  other  items  made  in  their  homes, 
as  well  as  special  money  gifts,   produced  funds  which  bought  carpets 
for  the  platform  and  aisles,  song  books,  choir  robes,  silver  collection 
plates,  and  other  items  needed  in  the  new  church. 

The  society  held  monthly  meetings  usually  in  the  home  of  a  member, 
during  which  a  program  on  a  religious  theme  was  presented  by  a  scheduled 
member,  and  refreshments  were  served.   Small  dues  were  collected  from 
the  members,  and  efforts  planned  for  further  means  to  pay  for  desirable 
furnishings.   After  a  few  years  when  moit  of  these  purchases  were 
accomplished,  the  society  renamed  itself  Ladies  Aid  Society. 
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In  the  many  years  from  1912  to  the  present,  the  society  has  held 
regular  monthly  meetings  from  September  to  May  with  the  same  type  of 
programs.  In  recent  years,  dues  are  no  longer  charged,  but  each  member 
contributes  a  sum  amounting  to  much  more  than  dues. 

The  Ladies  Aid  has  assumed  many  services  to  the  church.   Flowers 
are  arranged  to  be  placed  every  Sunday  before  the  pulpit  by  volunteer 
contributors.   Special  needs  such  as  the  needs  for  new  choir  robes  or 
the  needs  of  those  in  grief  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Ladies 
Aid  Society.  Membership  now  is  the  largest  ever,  though  it  might  well 
include  many  more  women  of  the  church. 

The  present  Ladies  Aid  Society  is  not  only  a  service  agency  but  also 
the  means  of  hearing  excellent  programs  of  current  religious  interest. 
It  is  a  social  group  which  provides  a  most  pleasent  fellowship. 


OUR  HERITAGE:      THE  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY   SOCIETY 
THOMASVILLE  FIRST   BAPTIST   CHURCH 

In  the  first  half  century   of   its  existence,   Thornasville  was  a  small 
village  with  a  1900  census   population  of  751  residents.      The   Baptist 
church  was   less   important  to  the   residents   of  Thornasville  than  the  Meth- 
odist  church,   to  which  most   of  the   leading  citizens   belonged. 

In  1896,   the   Rev.W.    H.    Rich   became  the   pastor  of      both  the  Thornas- 
ville  Baptist   Church  anc  the   church   at  the   orphanage   located   in  Thornas- 
ville.     During  his  ministry,   Mrs.    Rich  organized  a  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  from  among  the   thirty  members.      The    North   Carolina  Woman's 
Missionary   Society  was  only  eight  years   old,   and   only  a  few  women  were 
educated  for  places   of   leadership. 

Mr.    Rich's  pastorate   continued   until  1899,   when,    it   is  thought 
that  the  Thornasville  Woman's  Missionary   Society  became   inactive   until 
in  late   1903  when  the   Rev.    George  P.    Harrill  became   pastor.      Mrs.    Harrill 
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was  a  conscientious,  dedicated  worker,  and  she  revived  the  W.M.S.  within 
the  church.   At  that  period  in  the  history  of  the  Thomasville  Baptist 
Church,  the  organization  was  growing  in  membership  as  a  result  of  the 
increased  population  of  Thomasville  brought  about  by  the  increased 
number  of  chair  and  furniture  factories* 

In  1904  Mrs.  Harrill,  with  the  aid  of  Miss  Cora  Morton,  began  the 
Sunbeams,  which  was  made  up  of  all  the  youngsters  in  the  church  up  to 
the  middle  teens.   Lettie  Green,  age  fourteen,  was  its  first  president. 
Gerald  Johnson,  age  thirteen,  was  its  first  secretary.   As  the  youth  mem- 
bers increased  in  age,  others  youth  groups  were  formed:   G.A. 's  in  1910, 
Y.W.^. 's  a  few  years  later,  and  the  R.A.  rs  for  boys,  which  created  a 
complete  W.M.U.  organization-  Few  women  worked  outside  the  home  at  that 
time.   The  financial  gifts  were  small  by  today's  standards,  but  they 
represented  dedication  and  sacrifice. 

After  the  five  active  years  of  Mr.  Harrill rs  pastorate,  the  W.M.S. 
movement  grew  steadily..  Many  people  were  enlisted  and  learned  more  about 
foreign  missions.  Mrs.  G.  A.  Martin,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martin,  pastor 
from  1911  to  1915,  was  a  strong  leader.   Mrs.  R.  S.  Green  was  quite 
active  in  W.M.S.  from  around  1912  until  her  death  in  1951.  Mrs.  G.  G. 
Jennings,  wife  of  a  Baptist  doctor,  put  in  many  years  of  to". M.S.  leader- 
ship.  Mrs.  L.  C.  Skiles  and  her  niece,  Mrs.  Alice  Elliott,  could  always 
be  counted  on  for  service. 

In  the  decade  fron:  1926-1935,  Mrs.  M.  0.  Alexander,  wife  of  the 
pastor,  served  faithfully.   In  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  iv.  K.  McGee,  the 
W.M.S.  gre'A  stronger  in  numbers,  influence,  and  gifts.  Mrs.  J.  Leonard 
iVard,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Lambeth,  Mrs.  U,   F.  Leek,  Mrs.  Elmo  Allgood,  Mrs. 
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L.  E.  Abbott,  Mrs.  Glenn  Rollins,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Payne  are  a  few  outstand- 
ing directors.  Many  others  worked  with  the  directors  and  led  and  taught 
our  young  people  about  the  Christian  witness  of  the  missionaries  they 
supported.   At  the  present,  workers  continue  to  teach  our  youth  about  the 
mission  efforts  around  the  world. 

Today  the  organization  is  known  as  the  Women's  Missionary  Union- 
Mission  magazines,  especially  Royal  Service,  provide  monthly  programs  for 
meetings,  and  the  youth  magazines  give  vivid  accounts  of  the  work  of  our 
missionaries  in  the  areas  where  they  serve.. 
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OBJECTIVES  OF  THE  VISIONS  COMMITTEE 
ADOPTED  BY   FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The   New  Testament   Church  is  the   preeminent    institution   in  the  world. 
It   is  divine   in  origin  and  supernatural  in  its  composition.      Jesus  Christ 
founded  the   church,   building  it   on  the  foundation  of  the   apostles  and 
prophets  with  Himself  as  the   chief  cornerstone    (Ephesians  2:20).      The 
church   is  then  built  with  living  stones    (redeemed  persons)  who  are  being 
built   into  a  spiritual  house  to  be  a  holy  priesthood,   offering  spiritual 
sacrifices  acceptable  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ.      Sadly,  the  word   "church" 
is  frequently  misunderstood  and   is   commonly  used  as   a  reference  to  mere 
buildings   and  to  religious   organizations  void  of   New  Testament  teachings 
and   Spirit-born  men. 

The   physical  expression  of  the  church  manifests   itself   in  a  body   of 
baptized  believers   associated  together   in   one  place   for  worship,   fellowship, 
and  nurture   in  the  Word   of  God,   to  keep  the   ordinances   of  baptism  and  the 
Lord's   Supper,   and  to  proclaim  the   gospel  of   salvation  to  a  lost  world. 
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Works  of  mercy  and  the  championing  of  Christian  morality  and  Biblical 
ethics  in  society  are  also  prominent  expressions  of  the  church. 

In  order  for  our  church  to  accomplish  its  divine  purpose  in  the  world, 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  define  and  understand  the  specific  objectives  of 
the  church  as  set  forth  in  the  Word  of  God.  We  understand  them  to  be : 

A.  GLORIFY  GOD  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Our  objective  is  to  glorify  God  in  our  ministry  and  in  our  personal 
lives.     Ephesians  3:20-21,  Revelation  21:1-7,    I  Corinthians  10:31. 

Commentary:      It   is  by  God's   grace  and   power  that  we   live,   move  and 
have  our  being.      He   is   Lord   of  all  His  creation  and   is  worthy  of  our  deepest 
gratitude,   love  and  devotion. 

It   is  by  His  sovereign  power  that  the  church  will  triumph. 

B.  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE  LORDSHIP  OF  CHRIST 

Our  objective  is  to  set  forth  the  Lordship  of  Christ  in  our  church. 
Philippians  2:5-11,  Colossians  1:15-20,  Ephesians  5r23,  Proverbs  3:5-6. 

Commentary:   Christ  is  head  of  the  church  and  in  all  things  He  is  to 
have  the  preeminence.  Every  aspect  of  our  church  life  and  individual 
life  should  reflect  the  Lordship  of  Christ. 

C.  LIVE,  WORSHIP  AND  WORK  IN  THE  POWER  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

Our  objective  is  to  be  a  church  living  in  obedience  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
so  He  can  empower  us  to  do  the  ministry  of  Christ  in  our  church.   Acts 
1:8,  Acts  4:31,  Ephesians  5:18,  Galatians  5:16-26. 

Commentary:   The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  enables  our  church  to  do 
the  work  of  Christ.   In  Christ ''s  name  He  performs  wonders  and  miracles 
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of  redemption  of  souls  and  the  healing  of  minds,  bodies,  and  relationships. 

The  church  is  set  on  fire  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  He  inspires  Chris- 
tians. He  forms  the  likeness  of  Christ  in  us  and  through  us  demonstrates 
the  live,  joy  and  peace  of  Christ  in  our  lives  and  countenance.  We  prac- 
tice Christ's  love  and  forgiveness  toward  our  brothers  because  we  have 
been  forgiven  by  our  Heavenly  Father. 

D.  PREACH  AND  TEACH  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 

Our  objective  is  to  accept  our  opportunity  and  responsibility  to 
preach  and  teach  the  Word  of  God:  to  make  plain  its  truths  and  their 
meaning  for  our  lives.   II  Timothy  3:15,  Titus  1:9-13,  I  Peter  1:25. 

Commentary:   Christians  without  an  understanding  of  the  Bible  are 
like  soldiers  without  weapons  (Hebrews  4:12)  and  without  discipline. 
Christian  conquest  depends  upon  soldiers  of  the  cross  who  are  properly 
outfitted  and  disciplined  with  the  Word  of  God. 

E.  WALK  IN  CHRISTIAN  LOVE 

Our  objective  is  to  have  a  loving,  sympathetic  and  harmonious  rela- 
tionship among  our  members,  working  and  praying  together  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  our  church''s  mission.  I  Corinthians  13:1-8,  Galatians  5:13, 
Galatians  5:22-26,  I  Corinthians  12:4-11,  John  17:21. 

Commentary:   For  the  church  to  function  at  its  maximum  effectiveness, 
it  is  essential  that  each  person  use  his  gifts,  talents  and  abilities  in 
love  and  for  the  good  of  the  church  family.  Every  member  is  important 
as  we  cooperate  in  a  fellowship  of  love,  prayer  and  mutual  concern.   Each 
person  in  the  body  of  Christ  has  been  put  there  by  God  and  has  been  given 
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spiritual  gifts  that  are  essential  to  the  life  of  the  total  body. 

F.  PRAY   IN  FAITH 

Our  objective  is  to  pray  boldly  for  power  and  wisdom  to  accomplish 
the  work  of  God's  Kingdom.  Ephesians  6:18,  I  Thessalonians  5:16-18,  James 
5:16,  Acts  2:42,  Acts  4:31,  Matthew  6:9-10. 

Commentary:  The  early  Christians  prayed  about  personal  concerns  and 
for  the  salvation  and  welfare  of  others.  More  than  that,  they  as  a  church 
prayed  in  order  to  accomplish  the  work  of  God  and  to  set  His  church  for- 
ward in  its  witness.   Prayer  prepared  Christ  to  face  the  cross. 

G.  WITNESS  TO  THE  WORLD 

Our  objective  is  to  obey  the  Great  Commission  of  Christ  to  witness 
to  all  the  world  beginning  at  home.  Matthew  28:19-20,  John  20:21,  Acts 
1:8,  I  Corinthians  2:2. 

Commentary:  Our  church  must  carry  in  our  hearts  the  burden  of  a  lost 
world.   We  must  pray,  work,  give  and  witness  until  all  men  know  the  Savior. 
We  have  been  commissioned  by  Christ  to  evangelize  the  whole  world. 

H.   OBSERVE  THE  ORDINANCES  OF  CHRIST 

Our  objective  is  to  joyfully  obey  the  command  of  Christ  to  observe 
the  ordinances  which  He  gave  us.  Matthew  26:26-30,  Matthew  28:20. 

Commentary:  The  heart  of  the  church's  ministry  and  message  is  sym- 
bolized in  the  ordinances.   They  portray  the  death,  burial  and  resurrection 
of  Christ,  His  redemptive  work  by  which  we  are  saved.   Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper  keep  His  atoning  death  and  resurrection  before  us  and  fresh 


Visions  5 

in  our  thoughts.  The  ordinances  symbolize  the  gospel  to  a  lost  world. 

I.   PRAISE  GOD  FROM  WHOM  ALL  BLESSINGS  FLOW 

Our  objective  is  to  praise  God  in  all  ways  set  forth  in  God's  Word* 
Psalm  100,  Psalm  150,  Ephe3ians  5:19-20,  Matthew  26r30. 

Commentary:  Praising  God  in  psalms,  hymns,  anthems  and  spiritual 
songs  is  a  uniquely  Christian  practice.  The  Christian  church  is  a  singing 
church.  Christian  music  is  an  expression  of  praise  and  gratitude  to  God 
and  testimony  to  fellow  Christians.  Music  is  vital  to  the  edification 
of  Christians  and  as  witness  to  a  lost  world.  The  Bible  exhorts  us  to 
praise  God  with  all  types  of  musical  instruments. 
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